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The Christian Barrel Racer’s Newsletter is a small letter that I send out to roughly 200 people.  I e-mail the majority and snail mail about 50 copies.

It came about one night while I had a little time to myself and was doing some serious thought about how I was working into God’s plan.  

So many of us that go to horse shows on the weekends are Christians and love Jesus.  We actually will stay up all hours of the night running barrels and still get up to go to Cowboy Church on Sunday.  Thank God for Buzz and Donna Charles and all other Cowboy Church leaders who make that possible.  

Anyway, I felt like God was leading me to do something that would bring us all a little  closer together as our own ‘church.”  Why not a newsletter?

That’s how the CBRN came about.  So, now I challenge all of you out there to spread the good news.  If there is no Cowboy Church available…tell some friends to meet you Sunday morning at your trailer and have one on your own.  Or just say a prayer together before Sunday’s show starts.  Just give that time to God and do it with others who love Him too.  You will be glad you did.

The Game Of Life
By: Betty Rice
The game of life is fun to play                     But remember, it will be over someday.

Did you play the game to lose or win?      Who’ll pay the price for all your sins?

Did you cheat in life    just to win the game,   Thinking that there would be no shame?

For someday, life will be over and gone,         And then my friend, who will you lean on?

We’ll all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.                   Who, then, is going to save your life?

Did you think of Him   when you played this game?                        If not, my friend, then you’ll take the blame.

For life it goes so quickly by.            We’re young, we’re old and then we die.

But eternity goes on forever and ever,    There’ll be gnashing of teeth and darkness forever.

Don’t let the devil knock you down,         Blinding your mind and driving you into the ground.

There is NO truth on him, you see!          He’ll drag you to hell for eternity.

He’ll tell you to wait just one more day…     There’s no need to get saved today.

And then, all the while, he’s thinking things through,        Wondering how he can get rid of you.

He plays the game real subtle and soft.        You see, he’s the master of deceiving the lost.

Then the time will slip away from you,        And before you know it your life is through.

You thought you had just one more day.    But now it’s too late,  The King’s on His way.

You’ll stand before God, your sins in your hand,   Nowhere to turn, without a plan.

It’s too late now, you’ve waited too long.      Your chance in life is over and gone.

Now you stand there before His face,        The King of Kings who died in your place.

But you didn’t want Him, you said “I’ll wait.”  “Tomorrow I’ll accept Him.”  Now it’s too late!

The gates of hell are opened wide,           And you’re standing there, no place to hide.

Jesus is there with a tear in His eye.         But you wouldn’t listen, now it’s your turn to die.

He tried to save you, but now it’s too late.  You are the one who sealed your fate.

Just as you are about to enter in,                Satan is there with an ugly grin.

He said, “I’ve done it again and again…     I’ve played this game so many times, I know how to win!”

Wake Up! Wake Up!  Before it’s too late!  Or you’ll never enter Heaven’s gate.

Count Your Blessings

By: Christa Conway

We all get so caught up in the day-to-day goings on, that we tend to take for granted the things that God blesses us with everyday.

I know I am guilty of it.  Not only do I forget to appreciate what I do have…sometimes I complain about it!  We should take a little time each day and stop to smell the roses…even if it is while we are pulling the weeds from around them!

I can remember when I was a little girl…all I ever wanted was to grow up and have my own “horse farm” where I could train horses.  But, along with that come lots of stalls to clean.

I also wanted to run barrels at rodeos and get to travel to lots of places.  But, there are lots of miles between those rodeos and I get tired driving all hours of the night.

I wanted my own crew cab dually to drive and pull my trailer with; I didn’t care if I had to drive it everywhere.  But, it’s hard to fit a crew cab dually into the drive thru at the Taco Bell.

Do you see where I am going with this?  It can be so easy for us to complain about things that are actually answered prayers when we should be praising God for answering.

Our heavenly father wants to give to us, just like earthly fathers want to give the best to their children. The awesome thing about God is that He has the means to do so.  All He wants in return is a relationship with us and a little thanks and acknowledgment.

So, the next time you catch yourself complaining about something ask yourself, “Is this something I should actually be thankful for?”  And if it is, then give credit where credit is due.

 …Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 5:19, 20

About Me and My Family

I included this in the first newsletter, but I thought I’d put it in here every once in a while for those who may not know me.

   My name is Christa Conway.  Most of you know me from the barrel races around central Indiana.   I am married to Vick Conway and we have two kids, Garrett (5) and Gracie (1).  We live in Muncie, Indiana and we barrel race.  Of course, that means we are horse crazy.  We have anywhere from ten to 20 horses in our barn at any given time.  We train a few outside horses, so it varies.  My whole family is into the barrel-racing scene.  My dad sells tack, my mom rides, my aunts, uncles and cousins ride.  My grandpa rides and coaches us.

I am a born-again Christian.  I asked Jesus into my heart when I was about 9 years old.  I love Jesus.  I know that He died for my sins and everyone else’s.  I try to be like Him, but have a long, long way to go.

I have been sharing some of my blessings in this newsletter, and I have been realizing even more blessings through it.

I hope that everyone who reads it gets something from the words.  I know that it has blessed my family and me.  

In Search of…Stories from people we know…

I have received some things to include from a few of you…THANK YOU!!  Keep’em coming!

Even though summer is here, I’d like to keep this at a minimum of five pages.  I know, things get hectic this time of year, but I can use all the input you can give me.  AND>>>>> I just really enjoy hearing how God has blessed my friends.

  We know that we are all very blessed just to be able to fool with these barrel horses!  Am I right???  So…

I would love to hear from any of you out there who have stories to share.  Until then, once again…here’s more from ME.  

Hoof Prints

By: Nikki Fincher

Horses leave hoof prints on your heart,        They are creatures like no other.             

To describe what pleasures come from having one…                I wouldn’t know where to start.

I thank the Lord everyday                  For allowing such a treasure.

And the memories throughout the years,     I can’t begin to measure.

God put us all upon this earth                        To live in harmony.

We’re all God’s creatures…                 That’s how it’s meant to be.

But man and horse have a special bond         That’s lasted throughout time.

And the hoof prints left upon my heart,          I’ll treasure ‘til the end of mine.

    
Kicks And Giggles

I thought about how mothers fee their babies with tiny spoons and forks, so I wondered what do Chinese mothers use?  Toothpicks?


Why do croutons come in airtight packages?  Aren’t they just stale bread anyway?

What ever happened to Preperations A through G? 


If a cow laughed, would milk come out her nose?


Words From Nikki

By: Nikki Fincher

Riding…the art of keeping a horse between you and the ground.


I’ve spent most of my life riding…the rest I wasted.


A racehorse is an animal that can take several people for a ride at the same time.


Prayer Requests

This newsletter is becoming a great way to get the word out to our horse-show family when someone is in need of prayer.  If everyone would just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we may see miracles happen. 

***UPDATE*** 
*Fred Bennett, husband of Dianne, was in the hospital with blood clots in his lower extremities the last I heard.  The oncologists say that every day he is still here is a true miracle. Fred wants to make it to the state show, let’s pray we all get to see him there!  Keep the Bennett’s in your prayers.

*The family of Terry Ray, needs our prayers.  Terry passed away on June 12 from complications of a bacterial infection and cancer.  He was only 49.  He was president of Wabash Valley Horseman’s Club, the 4-H club and Stop 16 Saddle Club.  Please keep his sons, Jeremy Ray and Rod Ellis, as well as his daughters, Rikki Ray and Terri Price, in your prayers.

**UPDATE** 

Christal Craig is doing great.  She is back to riding and we’ll have to look out for her and Scuba again this summer!  Praise God!

**UPDATE**

Kathy Murray,  Danette Potter’s mom, is doing well.  She had her first surgery on June 1st for lump removal.  There was NO cancer!!  The lump had shrunk from 10cc to 1/2cc after chemo.  Her radiation starts in August.  Dannette says thanks so much for the prayers.  They were as important as the treatments.  It’s not over, but things are definitely taking a turn for the better.

  *Brothers and Sisters who do not know Jesus Christ.  Let’s pray that we, as Christians, find the strength to help others come to know Him.

This is the confidence that we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us-whatever we ask-we know that we have what we asked of Him.

1 John 5: 14,15

Copies of CBRN

I am going to start trying to have written copies of the Christian Barrel Racer’s Newsletter with me at all the shows.

Also, you can be added to the mailing list by giving me your e-mail address or your home address.  

Our web site is finally up and running:

www.ConwayCustoms.homestead.com 

Mailing List /

E-mail List

The mailing list is growing!  I have been keeping a sign up sheet at our trailer (or booth at the bigger shows.)  We are getting a great response.  So far now, I am sending a copy to all the people for whom I have an address.  If you want to be added to the list, just send me your address and I’ll be glad to get a newsletter to you.  Let me know the addresses of others who would like to receive as well. I will e-mail those I have e-mail addresses for and snail mail the rest.  

By the way, Thanks so much to those of you who have helped me on the postage.  You know who you are! 
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Last & most important thought…

Jesus died as the final sacrifice.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death.  If we do, and accept Him as our savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  The bible tells me so…

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

Romans 10: 9-10

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16

Contact Me

Christa Conway     12601 S. 200 W. Muncie, IN  47302

 vcgconway@msn.com
(765) 755-3427

(765) 744-7363
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