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By: Christa Conway

The New Year is upon us and for many that means “New Year’s Resolutions.”  I have never been one to make an attempt at a resolution on January 1st, but I am sure some of you will be doing this.

Some will be going to diet; some will be going to quit smoking or eating chocolate.  Some may even be going to start riding their horses every day.  The reason I am talking about New Year’s resolutions is because they are an attempt at a new beginning.  Some times new beginnings come along as big change in our lives that we may or may not have control over.  Marriage, the birth of a child, divorce, or even the death of a loved one are all types of beginnings in their own way.

I personally think the most important “New Beginning” any one of us can make is the decision to turn our lives over to Jesus.  I hope that all of the people who read this are “saved” and know without a shadow of a doubt that they are going to Heaven when they die.  IF YOU ARE NOT SURE…read the Last but most important thought at the end of this newsletter!!!

By turning your life over to Jesus, it not only writes your name in the Book of Life and guarantees you a spot in Heaven, but it also means a new beginning for you while you are here on earth.

Many people think Christians are uptight and cannot have any fun…WRONG!!!  I have lots of fun and I know lots of Christians that have lots of fun.  Some people think that to be a Christian you have to be poor and that you cannot be successful.  I fell pretty successful in the areas of my life that mean the most to me and some of the richest most successful people in the world are Christians.  If you get into your bible and read God’s promises, you will see there are so many things that come along with having Jesus as a friend, from good health to prosperity. With Jesus in our lives we are guaranteed that there is nothing that will be thrown at us that we can’t handle.  It means that God is there to answer our prayers, when they are according to His will, of course.  But who knows better what we need than our Creator?

There have been some tough situations in my own life when I don’t know what I would have done if I had not had Jesus on my side.  I could be a bitter person if I had let those situations get the best of me, but Jesus got me through.  He will be there for any one of us that ask…that’s all we have to do…ASK and BELIEVE.

What better way to start the New Year than to turn your heart and life over to Jesus OR rededicate your life to Him.

God Bless you and have a safe and Happy New Year!

In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.”

John 3:3

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone the new has come!

2 Corinthians 5:17

…and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.

Ephesians 4:24

'Twas The Night Jesus Came
Author Unknown
'Twas the night Jesus came and all through the house, not a person was praying, not one in the house...

The Bible was left on the shelf without care, for no one thought Jesus would come there...

The children were dressing to crawl into bed, not once ever kneeling or bowing their head...

And Mom in the rocking chair with babe on her lap, was watching the Late Show as I took a nap... 

When out of the east there rose such a clatter, I sprang to my feet to see what was the matter...

Away to the window I flew like a flash, tore open the shutters and lifted the sash…

When what to my wondering eyes should appear, but Angels proclaiming that Jesus was here...

The light of His face made me cover my head, it was Jesus returning just like He'd said...

And though I possess worldly wisdom and wealth, I cried when I saw Him in spite of myself...

In the Book of Life which he held in his hand, was written the name of every saved man...

He spoke not a word as he searched for my name, when He said "it's not here," my head hung in shame...

The people whose names had been written with love, He gathered to take to his Father above...

With those who were ready He rose without sound, while all of the others were left standing around...

I fell to my knees but it was too late, I'd waited too long and thus sealed my fate...

I stood and I cried as they rose out of sight, Oh, if only I'd known that this was the night...

In the words of this poem the meaning is clear the coming of Jesus is now drawing near...

There's only one life and when comes the last call, We'll find out that the Bible was true after all...
Senior Peanuts

A tour bus driver drives with a bus full of seniors down a highway, when a little old lady taps him on his shoulder. She offers him a handful of peanuts, which he gratefully munches up. 

After approx. 15 minutes, she taps him on his shoulder again and she hands him another handful of peanuts. She repeats this gesture about eight times. 

At the ninth time he asks the little old lady why they do not eat the peanuts themselves, whereupon she replies that it is not possible because of their old teeth, they are not able to chew them. 

"Why do you buy them then?" he asks puzzled. Whereupon the old lady answers, "We just love the chocolate around them.............” 

For The Love of A Horse

Submitted by a web friend (Thank you)

For The Love of A Horse
An Imagination Wanders
A Spirit Soars
A Heart Flutters

For The Love Of A Horse
Physical Discomforts Can Be Forgotten
Emotional Trials Are Taken In Stride
Petty Feuds A Thing Of the Only Memory

For The Love Of A Horse
A Stranger Becomes A Close Friend
Yesterday’s Shy Girl Is Today’s Leader
Understanding Knows No Boundaries

For The Love Of A Horse
A Wrong Is Righted
A Knowledge Is Found
A Partnership Sealed
A Friend
All For The Love Of A Horse


When Satan is knocking at
your door, simply say, "Jesus, could You please get that for me?" 

Horsey Tips

This column is new to the newsletter, but I thought it was a good way for us to share our “horsey knowledge.”  That means if any of you have any tips you’d like to pass along, please send them to me via e-mail.  Here are a few off the top of my head to get us started.

1.) WD 40 or baby oil (put the baby oil in a spray bottle) are good to use to get unwanted burrs out of manes and tails.

2.) I recycle my plastic grocery bags for many things, including using them to sweat legs.  I turn them inside out, wrap them around my hand like a glove to put on the liniment, and this keeps my hand clean.  Then I wrap them around the leg, being sure to keep the wrinkles to a minimum, and put them under a quilted wrap and polo.  They are way cheaper than plastic wrap and serve the same purpose.

3.) If you don’t have access to a power washer, take your saddle pads to the car wash.  Hang them up on the clips for car mats and wash away last year’s dirt.

4.) If you live where it is cold in the winter like I do, buy some of those cheap little stretchy gloves and double them.  They actually keep your hands warm and you can still use your fingers for saddling.

5.) I found some perfect containers for keeping feed in the mangers of my trailer.  I got them with the purchase of dog food (ironic, I know) and they fit perfectly in the manger.  Keep your eyes open for these.  They are also convenient to take to shows with you where you are stalling because they stack nicely on top of each other for carrying on a two-wheel cart.

If it's very painful for you to criticize your friends - you're safe in 
doing it. But if you take the slightest pleasure in it, that's the time to 
hold your tongue.

Anybody have a testimony they’d like to share?

I really appreciate all of the things I’ve been receiving, and I’m including them each month…  

And thank you soooo much to those who sent me testimonies this month!  Now it will be nice for everyone to see how God works in our lives and the lives of others we know.  I think it makes it a little more personal and closer to home when it’s a familiar name and a true story.

God Bless you all and keep’em comin’!

Here are the ones I received this month.

Sent to me via e-mail by Christal Craig
The other night Cobee had a really bad fever, his whole body was hot as could be. Well it was late and he couldn't seem to get to sleep, well Chris went and laid in bed with him and Chris fell asleep with him, so I went to be in our room, and a few minutes in there, here came Cobee awake as could be still fighting sleep. So he lies in bed with me and after about probably 1/2 hour I was just about a sleep, and all the sudden really loud in my ear I hear him say, "There they are!" Really startled me and I was on the edge of my seat at that time. I said, "There who is?" Where are they?" He says, "Right there" as he is pointing right above our heads at the ceiling. I said, "Is it angels?" He says, "Yeah!" Then he says, " There's another one!" and points in the other corner of the ceiling. I said, "Is Jesus here too?" He said, "Yah!" I said, "Where is Jesus at?" He said, "Right there," and pointed right beside me at the side of the bed. I said, "What's he doin’?" He said he's just standin’ there." I said, "What are the angels doin’?” he said, "just playin’." I don’t know if he thought they were playin’ because they were flying or what. Then he didn’t say anything for a while and then he said, "There's another one," and pointed at the doorway. Then after a few minutes I said, "Are they still here?" and he said "no." I said, "Where are they?" and he pointed at the ceiling and said, "Way Up There!" Then his FEVER WAS GONE!

Christal


Great newsletter! I enjoyed reading. Thanks for your hard work, and I hope you 
have a Happy holiday. Please remember to keep the troops in your prayers, because there are many of them who have to spend Christmas and this past holiday alone in the sand without their loved ones. Many children, wives, girlfriends, fiancées, mothers, dads, and families are spending the holidays with out their heroes. With Caleb in the Military I guess I just like to see that people don't take for granted the holidays, because I know what it is like spending them without the ones you love. Many men and women are dying so that we can sit here in our homes 
with our families enjoying a nice meal and company of our loved ones. Once 
again I would just like to say great job on the newsletter and the web site, I really do Love reading them each month and learning new things.


~Courtney~


That is really great Christa!!........I’ll drop ya a line when I have a few more minutes!!...... Keep up the good work!!!

Laura
Prayer Requests

This newsletter is becoming a great way to get the word out to our horse-show family when someone is in need of prayer.  If everyone would just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we may see miracles happen. 

  *Our new leaders about to take office… There are a lot of things going on in the world.  I pray that God will guide the people in places of power.

*Add Mona Greer to your prayer requests.  She just recently found out that she has terminal Lung Cancer that has spread to her bones.  The Doctors have given her a year. She just started radiation therapy.  Mona has been a member of the Girls and held offices such as President. Dianna Bailey spoke to her the other day and she told Dianna some of her best memories were riding and showing with the GBRA-I.  She has been through so much in the past years with her health. Please pray for her.


*Tom Brooks (owner of Country Trails in New Castle) was killed in an automobile accident in the middle of December.  Please keep his family in your prayers. 

*I received this letter from Rhonda Helming and have not heard any more from her since the beginning of December…  

I was wondering if you could please put my family and me on your prayer list. I have to go to the Hospital tomorrow and start getting tested to make sure I don't have cancer. It seems my body is producing high levels of calcium and not from my thyroids, so the next step is to check for cancer. I don't mind telling you I am scared. So just remember us please.
Thank You,

*Update from on Fred Bennett thanks to Valerie Snyder…

Dianne and Fred got the test results back from the doctor and can you believe it? The tumors appear to have shrunk a little.  The power of prayer goes a long way and it really does prove that only the good die young.  Just thought everyone would like to know.
*Update*Answered prayer…
Prayers were answered for Lacey Wright.  She doesn't have to have surgery right now again.  She does have to have a re-check with CAT scan in 6 months to keep a close watch on the tumor.

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

Mark 11:24

Horsey Ads

Another new addition to our newsletter this year will be our horsey ads.  As of now they are free with a 25-word maximum so keep it short and sweet.

For Sale: Awesome kids or beginners horse.  Cody is a 24 yrs young Leopard Appaloosa…Very Easy Keeper. Has taught many to ride, trail safe and sound.  Contact Me

For Sale:  Jackie is a 10 yr old beautiful bay mare that has been to the NBHA youth world.  She runs barrels, poles and is an awesome trail horse.  Would be a nice step up for a novice ready to get competitive.  Solid 2D, I placed her in 1D last month.  Contact Me.

For Sale:  Ford F-350 7.3L diesel Crew Cab Dually.  LOADED with extra fuel tank, heated seats, 6 CD changer…you name it…it’s got it!  Contact Me.

For Sale: Conway Customs, custom tack and belts…check us out at www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
For Sale: A friend of mine is selling her barrel saddles, some almost new…Contact Me for details

Last & most important thought…
Jesus died as the final sacrifice.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death.  If we believe that and accept Him as our savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven.  But salvation is a GIFT from God.  The bible tells me so…

All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you?  

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

Romans 10: 9-10

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16 
Mailing List /

E-mail List
 If you want to be added to the list, just send me your address and I’ll be glad to get a newsletter to you. 
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Contact Me

Christa Conway     12601 S. 200 W. Muncie, IN  47302

 vcgconway@msn.com
(765) 755-3427

(765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
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