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By: Christa Conway

The first week of January was been a big inconvenience for some of us.  We were without power for about five days.  There are still tree limbs all over our yard and all over Muncie.  There is a lot of clean up to do thanks to the huge ice storm.  It did give me some time to think about what I could write about this month.
I got to thinking about how we are somewhat like our houses in the sense that we can be inviting or turn people away with just our outward appearance.  With our electric having been off for the past few days, all the houses looked abandoned with no lights shining in the windows.  It looked like no one was home anywhere.

Are we as Christians “home” and inviting others into our lives?  Are we willing to share our knowledge of God, the Father, and His Son, 
Jesus?  Do people look at us and automatically turn away because we do not give off a sense of welcoming.  Are our porch lights on?  Do others come to us and “knock” and if they do, do we answer, ignore them or turn them away?  If we do let them in, are we good hosts?  Do we offer them a drink in the sense of our knowledge of Christ?  After all, we should be sharing it, if we are enjoying it ourselves.

We never know when we may be entertaining angels.  I am going to try to always have my porch light on, how about you?
Here I am!  I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him and he with me.

Revelation 3:20 

And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.

Matthew 18:5


LIVE WELL, LOVE MUCH, LAUGH OFTEN
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Horse Power

By: Betty Rice

The cost of gas is expensive these days    But horsey power is here to stay.

Just jump right on and off we’ll go                         As far and as fast as your feet will tow.

Don’t worry if you don’t know how to ride            If you fall off, I’ll wait by your side.

Just jump back on and we’ll go again                I’ll teach you how to ride, my friend.

Just squeeze my ear and I’ll talk to you              And put me away when you are through.

You don’t have to feed me or clean my stall          Just prop me up against the wall.

Remember, God can make a donkey talk                So be nice to me, or you’ll have to walk!

Are You Ready?

By: Christa Conway
This is a true story that happened just the other night and I have used it to bring up the subject of salvation, feel free to do the same.

The recent events in the world; earthquakes, mudslides, ice storms volcanoes, snowstorms and tsunamis, have brought up the subject of Jesus’ return quite often in conversation lately.  I am by no means a theologian, but I know that the bible talks about the earth doing some weird things in the time before His return.

I have been talking to my kids and husband a lot lately about what it will be like if we get to experience the “Rapture” as some call it.  We were even talking about what we think Heaven will be like and who and what we hope to see there.

Now for the story…

The other evening, just after sunset, we were watching   a movie and my brother-in-law dropped my niece off to spend the night.  Vick went to let her in and they both came back into the living room talking about how odd the sky looked and how we all needed to come and look.  So, we all went into the other room to look out the big window at the skyline.  It was very strange and luminescent… like it could’ve been a fire, but there didn’t seem to be any smoke.  The light would grow very bright and then dim a little, only to grow brighter than before.  It seemed to extend farther and farther along the skyline by the moment.  Immediately I asked everyone, “Are you ready?  Do you think this is it?”  We stood there talking for a couple minutes and may have been anticipating something more.  The sky continued to grow brighter and spread across the horizon.

We decided to turn on the local TV station to see if they were reporting on anything.  Those of you that live around us will remember hearing about a magnesium fire at a factory in Anderson.  Well, that’s what it was.  We only live about 15 miles from the plant.  The magnesium burns differently than most materials.  That’s why there was no smoke and only white glowing clouds.

It may have ended up being a fire, but it had us all wondering for a few minutes.  I am glad to say that my family is prepared should we witness that day.  I want to go to Heaven with Jesus, whether it is by Rapture or by just dying.  And I want my family and friends to be there with me.  If you want to go to Heaven and you are not 100% sure that you will, you CAN be 100% sure.  Just read the Last but Most Important Thought at the end of this newsletter. 

Slow Moving Vehicle

While driving in Pennsylvania, a family caught up to an Amish carriage.  The owner of the carriage obviously had a sense of humor, because attached to the back of the carriage was a hand printed sign… “Energy efficient vehicle…runs on oats and grass.  Caution: Do not step in exhaust.”
Knock, Knock

A new pastor was visiting in the homes of his parishioners.  At one house it seemed obvious that someone was at home, but no answer came to his repeated knocks at the door.  Therefore, he took out a card and wrote “Revelation 3:20” on the back of it and stuck it in the door.  When the offering was processed the following Sunday, he found that his card had been returned.  Added to it was this cryptic message, “Genesis 3:10.”

Reaching for his bible to check out the verse, he broke into laughter.  Revelation 3:20 begins “Behold I stand at the door and knock.”  Genesis 3:10 reads, “I heard your voice in the garden and I was afraid for I was naked.”
Horsey Tips

I haven’t received any new horsey tips from any of you…you aren’t being stingy, are you?  Send them my way and I’ll pass them along.

1.) Apple Cider Vinegar to wash out cuts and Black Pepper to prevent proud flesh.

2.) After a day of barrel racing, showing or hauling…I rub my horses down with this mixture- I add wintergreen alcohol and Epsom salt to a small bucket of warm water.  I usually just rub down their legs shoulders and hips.

3.) Skin So Soft (Avon) is good on horses and people for keeping mosquitoes away.  A little off-season, I know, but it works.

4.) Put a capful of peroxide in water buckets, it will help with runny noses and sometimes help prevent little “bugs” from spreading through the barn.

5.) Premix your supplements.  I keep premixed supplements in sandwich baggies made ready for each horse.  They are hanging in 2 gallon buckets at the front of each stall, so you just dump a baggy on top of their grain as you feed.  Makes it easier on someone feeding for you while you are away as well.

6.) Mix 1 part bleach and 1 part water.  Put in spray bottle for thrush. 

Barrel Racing Questionnaire

Some of you may remember the questionnaire I sent out a few months ago over the internet.  It was similar to the junk mail type letters you get asking you your favorite color, etc, except this one consisted of questions related to barrel racing.  

I thought it would be interesting to see what my fellow barrel racers had to say.  I have compiled answers from the ones I received back and am including some of the answers below.

Watch for another one of these questionnaires in the future.  I may do this again when our mailing list gets a little bigger.
Favorite Arena or horse show:                         Any rodeo                 15% Edinburg, IN NBHA show or Futurity                 15% Lewisburg, OH           15% Gordyville, IL             15% 

Dream Truck:               Ford Truck                78% Dodge Truck             14%

Dream Trailer:       Bloomer Trailer          20% 4 Star Trailer             20% BIG LQ                     46%

Does your other half like rodeos/shows?   Yes                          68% No                           32% 

Favorite Horse:       94% mentioned their own horse

How’d you get started?  Own Personal Dream  32% Family                       21% Saddle Club/4-H        21% Trainer/Friend           16%

Have you won a saddle or buckle?                    Saddle                     26% Buckle                     63% No                          31%

How many horses do you haul?                      1-2                           53% 3-4                           31% 5 or more                 16%

How many horses are there at your barn?     1-2                           53% 3-6                           42% 7 or more                 47% Danette Potter wins the award for the most…..46!!

Who is your idol?       Family member          16% And there was a tie between…                  Troy Crumrine           10%      Charmayne James      10% Martha Josey             10%

 Where would you live if you could choose anywhere?                   TX                            37% OK                           26% South/Warm             16% Where I live now       16% 

What kind of saddle do you ride in?             Circle Y                     42% Billy Cook                  26% Others                      32%

Do you train your own horses?                      58% say yes

Do you work at a “regular” job?          84% say yes


Prayer Requests

This newsletter is becoming a great way to get the word out to our horse-show family when someone is in need of prayer.  If everyone would just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we may see miracles happen. 

  *Our new leaders about to take office… There are a lot of things going on in the world.  I pray that God will guide the people in places of power.

*Keep Mona Greer in your prayers.  She just recently found out that she has terminal Lung Cancer that has spread to her bones.  The Doctors have given her a year. She just started radiation therapy.  Mona has been a member of the Girls and held offices such as President. Dianna Bailey spoke to her the other day and she told Dianna some of her best memories were riding and showing with the GBRA-I.

*Kelle Ammerman, daughter of Saddle Maker Carl Ammerman and granddaughter of Saddle Maker Paul Ammerman was diagnosed with cancer on 8/25/2004. I didn’t get many details, but the doctors say it's a cancer they have never seen move so quickly. She has begun Chemo & radiation every day. She is 24 years old and a member of Texas A&M Class of 2002. She is an only
child and I can only imagine what her parents are feeling right now. Please pray for her. We know God can heal any one of anything.
 
* Update on Rhonda Helming informed me that her tests came back negative for cancer.  Praise the Lord!  She has only ulcers, which she says she can live with and she thanks everyone for their prayers. 

*Reba Mongosa is still recovering from a broken ankle and surgery.  She is not allowed to walk for at least another 5 weeks.  Drop her a line or give her a call.

* Larry Conway, Vick’s dad will be undergoing treatment for cancerous cells they found in routine prostate exam.  They found it very early and it is 100% treatable.  Keep him in your prayers.  And guys go get your exams!  Way better to find it early and treatable.

*Owen Blue suffered a heart attack on Jan. 22.  He had not been feeling bad and had been working lots of overtime after being off so much this past year.  He is doing really well.  They didn’t do open heart they just put 2 stints in and opened arteries with the balloon.  They will go back and put in a third in 30 days.  He did suffer some damage to the muscle but they didn’t tell him how much but they have been very encouraging.  They said that with his age and the fact that they caught it early he has a great chance of recuperating.  

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

Mark 11:24


Anybody have a testimony they’d like to share?

Has it been a slow month for blessings?  Or are you just shy?  Send’em in!!!  


Kicks & Giggles

There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her brother in another part of the country.  “Is there anything breakable in here?” asked the postal clerk.  “Only the Ten Commandments,” answered the lady.

There are two kinds of people in the world.  Those who wake up and say, “Good morning, Lord,” and those who say, “Good Lord, it’s morning.”
Horsey Ads

Another new addition to our newsletter this year will be our horsey ads.  As of now they are free with a 25-word maximum so keep it short and sweet.

For Sale: Awesome kids or beginners horse.  Cody is a 24 yrs young Leopard Appaloosa…Very Easy Keeper. Has taught many to ride, trail safe and sound.  Contact Me

For Sale:  Jackie is a 10 yr old beautiful bay mare that has been to the NBHA youth world.  She runs barrels, poles and is an awesome trail horse.  Would be a nice step up for a novice ready to get competitive.  Solid 2D, I placed her in 1D last month.  Contact Me.

For Sale:  Ford F-350 7.3L diesel Crew Cab Dually.  LOADED with extra fuel tank, heated seats, 6 CD changer…you name it…it’s got it!  Contact Me.

For Sale:  2003 C&C GN  5 Horse w/LQ 30’ x 8’.  LQ has 10’ short wall, couch, removable table, full bath (shower, stool, sink), refrigerator, microwave, AC, furnace, TV jack, lots of storage.  Mangers on all 5 horses, rear escape door at 1st horse, rear tack, ¼ side tack for headstalls, leg boots, hat boxes, etc.  Heavier (I think 7000lb) axles, electric over hydraulic brakes… this trailer can stop your truck!  White aluminum skin at top, corrugated at bottom.  Contact me for more info.  
For Sale: Conway Customs, custom tack and belts…check us out, I’ve been hard at work on our web site.  Go to  www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
Saddles For Sale: 1528 Billy Cook 14 ½” barrel saddle, 2 Ammerman barrel saddles 13” and 15”, breaking saddle, Lynn McKenzie barrel saddle… some almost new…Contact Star Galvan for more details and prices.

Last & most important thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven.  But salvation is a GIFT from God.  The bible tells me so…

All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you?  

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

Romans 10: 9-10

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16 
Mailing List /

E-mail List
 If you want to be added to the list, just send me your address and I’ll be glad to get a newsletter to you. 
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Contact Me

Christa Conway     12601 S. 200 W. Muncie, IN  47302

 vcgconway@msn.com
(765) 755-3427

(765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
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