[image: image2.wmf]Foaling And Being “Born Again”
By: Christa Conway

Most of us horse people have had the awesome experience of witnessing a baby foal coming into the world.  This time of year finds a lot of us waiting on that miracle to occur.  Only God knows when “it’s time.”

We are anticipating the birth of a foal as I type this.  In awaiting this foal, I began thinking about how God may be waiting on some of us to be ‘born.”  (Born again, as the bible puts it.)

John 3:3 says:  In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.”

When we choose to become children of God, we are adopted into a new family.  Kind of like a baby foal who not only will depend on his dam, but will depend on us to care for him.  We have in a sense adopted him as a part of our family.  And we have high hopes for this baby foal.

Once the foal is born we will spend lots of time with him…preparing him for his ultimate destination…the arena.  Similar to how once we are born again, our Father God will prepare us for our ultimate destination…Heaven.  

Now if that foal is a difficult one, we won’t give up.  We will persist and try every way we know to make him realize we only want what’s best for him as does our Heavenly Father want what’s best for us.  He is so patient with us and waits on us to relent and try His way.  And of course it is the best way.

We also wouldn’t want that baby foal to stay a weanling forever.  What could we do with a weanling that never grew into a yearling and learned to lead, clip and haul?  What if it never became a two year old and accepted a saddle or ran down the racetrack?  And we all love those three year olds when we get to start them on barrels!  What if they never grew?  Of course they are so cute when they are babies, but we have such high hopes and expectations for their lives…we want them to grow.

And our Heavenly Father wants us to grow as Christians…as His children.  When we are born again, we are like babies.  That is why the term “born again” is used.  That’s why we are “children of God,” we are learning constantly…and we need to learn more to grow.

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us that we should be called children of God!  And that is what we are!  1John 3:1

Once we are adopted into God’s family we are guaranteed a seat at His table in Heaven …but I want to be able to carry on a conversation when I get there…don’t you?  I want to grow as a child of God every day by reading His Word, spending time just talking to Him and learning from Him.  I want there to be lots of jewels in my crown when I finally get to go down the alleyway in that eternal arena!

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize?  Run in such a way as to get the prize.  Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training.  They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.  1Corinthians 9:24-25

Latest News and Words From Friends

Thanks for all the positive feedback…here is some of the latest news from friends:

Christa,

    I just wanted to drop a note to tell you that you've done a great job this month with the newsletter!!  "Don't Judge Me" & the article about Easter were awesome!!!  Keep up the good work!  Thanks for putting in our birth announcement!    

God Bless,

Laura Lee

As usual, I love your newsletter! I also wanted to drop you a note and tell you thank you so much for including my prayer request for Carla Paratore in the newsletter. I sincerely appreciate that. 

In Christ, 

Robin 
Hi, Christa,

The day after I read your newsletter, I found this in the back of my work book.  Thought you may be able to use it.  Keep up the good work.  As my (one of) daughter-in-law would say  “You Go Girl!”

Keep up the good work,

Larry & Brenda Marshall

Thanks for all the nice words at the Hoosier Horse Fair and at Turn n Burn Futurity.  And thanks to those who signed up to be on the mailing list!  I hope you enjoy it.  Feedback is appreciated, so give God some Praise!

Christa


5 Finger Prayer

Author Unknown

This is so neat. I had never heard this before...This is beautiful and it is surely worth making the 5-finger prayer a part of our lives.

1. Your thumb is nearest you. So begin your prayers by praying for those closest to you. They are the easiest to remember.  To pray for our loved ones is, as C. S. Lewis once said, a "sweet duty."


2. The next finger is the pointing finger. Pray for those who teach, 
instruct and heal. This includes teachers, doctors, and ministers.  They need support and wisdom in pointing others in the right direction. Keep them in your prayers.


3. The next finger is the tallest finger. It reminds us of our leaders. 
Pray for the President, leaders in business and industry, and administrators.  These people shape our nation and guide public opinion.  They need God's guidance.

4. The fourth finger is our ring finger. Surprising to many is the fact that this is our weakest finger; as any piano teacher will testify.  It should remind us to pray for those who are weak, in trouble or in pain. They need your prayers day and night. You cannot pray too much for them.


5. Lastly comes our little finger; the smallest finger of all which is where we should place ourselves in relation to God and others. As the Bible says, "The least shall be the greatest among you." Your pinkie should remind you to pray for yourself. By the time you have prayed for the other four groups, your own needs will be put into proper perspective and you will be able to pray for yourself more effectively.
Prayer Requests

This newsletter is becoming a great way to get the word out to our horse-show family when someone is in need of prayer.  If everyone would just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we may see miracles happen. 
 *Bob and Sandi Brown* Some of our more tender aged barrel racers from the 70's may remember Bob and Sandi Brown.  They use to hold several barrel races down in Southern Indiana where they owned a big indoor arena near Bloomington before moving to Shelbyville.  They were seriously injured in a motorcycle accident in Jasper Indiana.  Sandi's condition is more severe than Bob's and she is currently (April 12th) in Methodist Hospital with a long road ahead of her.  They are the sweetest people and I would ask for everyone to pray for her to give her the strength to overcome her pain and help her through her recovery. (Written in by Mindy Settles-Edwards)
*UPDATE* Tyler Rees , who injured his thumb last month at Crazy Horse, is doing well.  He is back to roping and has movement in his thumb!

*UPDATE* Reba Mongosa is still recovering from her ankle injury.  She was able to ride for the first time this past month.  It’s great to hear she is doing well!

*Jr. & Michelle Reichert have had a tough month.  Jr. lost his sister, Judy, and Michelle’s grandpa, Myrt Bititow, has been diagnosed with cancer.  Please keep them and their loved ones in your prayers.

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

Mark 11:24

 
Drug Problem

Author Unknown

The other day, someone  at a store in our town read that a methamphetamine lab had been found in an  old farmhouse in the adjoining county and he asked me a rhetorical question,  ''Why didn't we have a drug problem when we were growing up?''

I  replied:

"I had a drug problem when I was young:

I was drug to  church on Sunday morning.

I was drug to church for weddings and  funerals.

I was drug to family reunions and community socials no matter  the

weather.

I was drug by my ears when I was disrespectful to  adults.

I was also drug to the woodshed when I disobeyed my parents,  told a

lie, brought home a bad report card, did not speak with respect,  spoke

ill of the teacher or the preacher, or if I didn't put forth my best effort in everything that was asked of me.

I was drug to the kitchen  sink to have my mouth washed out with soap if I uttered a profane four-letter word.

I was drug out to pull weeds in mom's garden and  flower beds and cockleburs out of dad's fields.

I was drug to the  homes of family, friends, and neighbors to help out some poor soul who had  no one to mow the yard, repair the clothesline,

or chop some firewood; and,  if my mother had ever known that I took a single dime as a tip for this  kindness, she would have drug me back to the woodshed.

Those drugs  are still in my veins; and they affect my behavior in everything I do, say,  and think. They are stronger than cocaine, crack, or heroin; and if today's  children had this kind of drug problem, America would be a better place."
Sunday Morning Messages
Vic and I were honored to be able to share a message at the Turn N Burn Futurity last month.  Vic actually took it upon himself and I’ll have to admit, I was a little worried when he told me he had it under control.  But he did a great job.  And it gave me an idea……..

As a matter of fact, I mentioned to him that we should try to have a prayer meeting or offer a Sunday Morning Message at the shows we are at throughout the year.  Our friends, Buzz and Donna, always have one whenever they are showing on Sundays.  So, I was thinking when they aren’t there to lead…we may!  I may even sing!!

Wouldn’t it be awesome is there were Sunday Morning Services offered by someone at every barrel racing show someday?  I think I have mentioned this before, but those of you out there who fell God leading you in this direction should listen to HIM!!  Take it upon yourself to step up and be a leader.  Even if it just a prayer meeting, make it known that your trailer is available on Sunday morning for “Cowboy Church.”   You will be so glad you did.  And so will many other people.
My Wife's Horse

Author Unknown

My wife she has a Quarter Horse, with flaxen mane and tail.
She thinks he is the finest thing that ever jogged a rail.
She calls him Dandy Darling, and if the truth I tell,
That fancy pampered Quarter Horse has made my life pure hell!
My wife she used to cook for me and serve it with champagne.      But now she'd rather feed that horse and fix him special grain!
She rides him every morning, and grooms him half the night.
And the last time that she kissed ME, was just to be polite!
He dresses better than I do, with matching wraps and ties.             My wardrobe's so neglected now, that I attract the flies!
One day my wife was shopping, she was way down at the mall.
And fancy, pampered DANDY was just a standing in his stall.
He looked so smug and sassy, that I began to grin.
I'd saddle that fat sucker up, and take him for a spin!!
I've wondered since of the cues I gave, he may have misconstrued.
Cause when I climbed aboard that horse, he rightly came UNGLUED!!!!
He bucked and spun, and snorted fire, then threw me through a fence!                                          I saw big stars and there are 6 teeth that I ain't heard from since!
My wife came home and saw me, just a lying in the dirt.
She rushed up to her HORSE and asked him, "Sweetheart are you HURT?"
He'd scratched his nose a little bit, and the memory galls me yet......
She left me lying in the mud, and ran to call the VET
Horsey Tidbits

Here are some more helpful hints and old-timer’s secrets…I have used some and some I have not…so I cannot vouch for these.  I have either received them from horsey people or read them on horsey web sites.  Use your judgment…Good Luck!

1. Disposable diapers make great packing for feet.  You just tape them on then use a little duck tape to secure them.

2. Put pure ACV in a spray bottle for good cheap fly spray.

3. Carmel Crunch N Munch is a great treat.

4. Non-flavored Pedia-lyte to keep horses hydrated when it is hot.

5. For a horse with Summer Itch, mix 1/2 water and 1/2 Listerine in a spray bottle and spray on the affected areas.

6. Bounce fabric sheets keep insects away.  When at a show, tuck one in their mane held with a rubber band. You can just pull it out for your run and tuck it back in when you get back to the trailer.

 

Horsey Ads
Another new addition to our newsletter this year will be our horsey ads.  As of now they are free with a 25-word maximum so keep it short and sweet.

For Sale:  2002 Ford F-350 Power Stroke 7.3L Diesel.  Crew-Cab dually,  fire engine red with ALL the extras.  We bought a new truck, so “Reddy” has to go. $26,900 Make us an offer. Pic on web site/Contact me

For Sale:  14" Ammerman barrel saddle.  The saddle is a 2000.  It's in very good shape.  $800.00 OBO.  This is a trophy saddle.
ALSO 16" hunt seat saddle.  Will sell the whole set with it.            Contact Laura Lee Thomas at: 
ValleyViewRanch@myfam.com

For Sale: Conway Customs…check us out; I’ve been hard at work on our web site.  Some new items…vests and shirts.  Go to www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
Anybody have a testimony they’d like to share?

Send Them to ME!!!

Kicks & Giggles
From many friends

I had been teaching my three-year old daughter, Caitlin, the Lord's Prayer for several evenings at bedtime, she would repeat after me the lines from the prayer.  Finally, she decided to go solo.  I listened with pride as she carefully enunciated each word right up to the end of the prayer:  "Lead us not into temptation," she prayed, "but deliver us some E-mail.

One particular four-year-old prayed,
"And forgive us our trash baskets as we forgive those who put trash in our baskets."

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

Romans 10: 9-10

Last & most important thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven.  But salvation is a GIFT from God.  The bible tells me so…

All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you?  

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16 
   Email/Mailing List
 If you want to be added to the list, just send me your address and I’ll be glad to get a newsletter to you. 
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Contact Me

Christa Conway     12601 S. 200 W. Muncie, IN  47302

vcgconway@msn.com
(765) 755-3427

(765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
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