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By: Christa Conway

We all know what it’s like to be at a show or rodeo and be running behind.  Whether it’s because of traffic or just being slow to get ready, it’s surely happened to all of us.  The worst feeling is to be called in the hole and still putting on your horse’s leg gear.  What a way to be rattled when you enter the arena.

A lot of us go through life running behind, “barely getting our leg gear on our horse.”  But the bible tells us we shouldn’t be like that.  Of course, sometimes, it’s hard to avoid.  But for the most part we are to be prepared.  Prepared for what?  Prepared for the battle that goes on everyday around us.  Usually we can’t see it, but it’s there.  The devil is constantly throwing new problems at us.  Each time a new problem arises, it’s like being called on deck and not having our headstall on our horse.  We scramble, throw it on and end up with a twisted chinstrap or bit guard in their mouth.  The fact is…if we are not prepared a little ahead of time, it can affect our whole barrel race and before we know it…What a mess!

In Ephesians 6:13-17 the bible says, 

“Therefore, put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.  In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”

This scripture is telling us to be ready.  It doesn’t say to have all that gear in the closet or setting by the door in case we need it!  It says to put it on.  It’s telling us to be prepared.

This scripture mentions seven things ………… 

1.  Truth  -truth as a belt.  Kind of makes sense if you think about how a lie can have you scrambling, just like you scramble when your pants are too big and falling down without a belt.  It’d be hard to get on a horse with your pant sagging.  We all need to set a standard of truth in our lives, and then we don’t have to worry about getting caught with our pants down!  (I couldn’t resist!)

2. Righteousness –breastplate of righteousness.  A breastplate protects the most delicate parts of the body and all the major organs including the heart.  Blood flows from the heart and we all know how important blood is throughout the bible.  Righteousness will keep our hearts safe and at peace.  When we choose to do the right things, it will have our heart in a safe place at all times. 

3. Readiness –feet fitted with readiness… Did you ever wear your dad’s shoes as a kid?  Remember how hard it was to move without falling down?  We need to be ready with our favorite boots and spurs already on.

4. Peace -…that comes from the gospel of peace.  I think this is saying that in order to be ready, we have to have peace.  Not being anxious, but at peace and ready to act if the need arises.  We all get a little nervous before a run, but if we know our horses shoes are on right and we’re ready, then we should have a sense of peace as well.

5. Faith –shield of faith.  This is the major protector.  Faith is a shield that can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  Notice that it says ALL.  It doesn’t say some or part of, it says ALL.  So, if we have our faith, we can ward off anything the evil one (the devil) throws at us.  That means anything from negative thoughts to tragedies in our families.

6.  Salvation –our helmet.  Salvation protects our head… and our brain, which tells our body what to do.  When we put those helmets on our kids, it gives a sense of security,  When we know we are saved by God’s grace, we can be confident knowing that we can do anything and are protected for eternity.

7.  Sword –sword of the Spirit.  This is the only weapon that is listed.  It is also the only one that calls directly for God.  We should use our sword (which is the word of God) on the offense.  This means that we hold our weapon, but if we don’t swing it, it will be of no use.  When we do swing, it’d be smart to know how to swing as well.  I don’t know about any of you, but I would look pretty silly swinging a real sword, because I have no idea how to use one.  BUT…our spiritual sword is what we need to be practicing with.  That just means to get into the word and know it before the time comes when we wish we did.

Next time you’re at a barrel race and you’re ready and waiting on your turn to run… OR… next time you’re at a barrel race and they’re calling your name and you’re scrambling… remember what Ephesians says about having all your gear on.  Not so much to be ready for your run, but to be ready to run the race of life.  In that race, we all need to be ready when our name is called!


Keeper

Author Unknown

I grew up in the 40's/50's with practical parents. A mother, God love her, who washed aluminum foil after she cooked in it, then reused it. She was the original recycle queen, before they had a name for it... A father who was happier getting old shoes fixed than buying new ones.  Their marriage was good, their dreams focused. Their best friends lived barely a wave away.

I can see them now, Dad in trousers, tee shirt and a hat and Mom in a housedress, lawn mower in one hand, and dishtowel in the other. It was the time for fixing things. A curtain rod, the kitchen radio, screen door, the oven door, and the hem in a dress Things we keep.  It was a way of life, and sometimes it made me crazy.

All that re-fixing, eating, renewing and I wanted just once to be wasteful. Waste meant affluence. Throwing things away meant you knew there'd always be more.

But then my mother died, and on that clear summer's night, in the warmth of the hospital room, I was struck with the pain of learning that sometimes there isn't any more.  Sometimes, what we care about most gets all used up and goes away...never to return.

So... while we have it... it's best we love it.... and care for it... and fix it when it's broken...... and heal it when it's sick.

This is true. for marriage..... and old cars.... and children with bad report cards..... and dogs with bad hips.... and aging parents..... and grandparents. We keep them because they are worth it, because we are worth it. Some things we keep. Like a best friend that moved away or a classmate we grew up with.  There are just some things that make life important, like people we know who are special..... and so, we keep them close!

Ten Things God Won’t Ask On That Day
Sent to Me Via E-Mail

1... God won't ask what kind of car you drove,

He'll ask how many people you drove that didn't have transportation.

2... God won't ask the square footage of your house,

He'll ask how many people you welcomed into your home.

3... God won't ask about the clothes you had in your closet,

He'll ask how many you helped to clothe.

4... God won't ask what your highest salary was,

He'll ask if you compromised your character to obtain it.

5... God won't ask what your job title was,

He'll ask if you performed your job to the best of our ability.

6... God won't ask how many friends you had,

He'll ask how many people to whom you were a friend.

7... God won't ask in what neighborhood you lived,

He'll ask how you treated your neighbors.

8... God won't ask about the color of your skin,

He'll ask about the content of your character.

9... God won't ask why it took you so long to seek Salvation

He'll lovingly take you to your mansion in heaven, and not to the gates of Hell.

10... God won't have to ask how many people you told about Him…

He already knows your decision.


GOT A TESTIMONY???

Send it to me… I would love to include it next month!
Hey…All my horsey friends!  I would love to include some of your personal stories…and/or experiences.  If you have one (or many) please send them to me.  Change the name if you want to remain anonymous (.
To Kill an American
Received via e-mail/Author Unknown
You probably missed it in the rush of news last week, but there was actually a report that someone in Pakistan had published in a newspaper an offer of a reward to anyone who killed an American, any American.


So an Australian dentist wrote an editorial the following day to let everyone know what an American is, so they would know when they found one. (Good one, mate!!!!)
"An American is English, or French, or Italian, Irish, German, Spanish, Polish, Russian or Greek. An American may also be Canadian, Mexican, African, Indian, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Australian, Iranian, Asian, or Arab, or Pakistani or Afghan.

An American may also be a Comanche, Cherokee, Osage, Blackfoot, Navaho, Apache, Seminole or one of the many other tribes known as native Americans.

An American is Christian, or he could be Jewish, or Buddhist, or Muslim.  In fact, there are more Muslims in America than in Afghanistan. The only difference is that in America they are free to worship as each of them chooses.

An American is also free to believe in no religion. For that he will answer only to God, not to the government, or to armed thugs claiming to speak for the government and for God.

An American lives in the most prosperous land in the history of the world.  The root of that prosperity can be found in the Declaration of Independence, which recognizes the God given right of each person to the pursuit of happiness.

An American is generous. Americans have helped out just about every other nation in the world in their time of need, never asking a thing in return.

When Afghanistan was over-run by the Soviet army 20 years ago, Americans came with arms and supplies to enable the people to win back their country!

As of the morning of September 11, Americans had given more than any other nation to the poor in Afghanistan. Americans welcome the best of everything...the best products, the best books, the best music, the best food, the best services.

But they also welcome the least.  The national symbol of America, The Statue of Liberty, welcomes your tired and your poor, the wretched refuse of your teeming shores, the homeless, tempest tossed. These in fact are the people who built America.

Some of them were working in the Twin Towers the morning of September 11, 2001 earning a better life for their families. It's been told that the World Trade Center victims were from at least 30 different countries, cultures, and first languages, including those that aided and abetted the terrorists.

So you can try to kill an American if you must. Hitler did. So did General Tojo, and Stalin, and Mao Tse-Tung, and other blood-thirsty tyrants in the world. But, in doing so you would just be killing yourself.  Because Americans are not a particular people from a particular place, they are the embodiment of the human spirit of freedom. Everyone who holds to that spirit, everywhere, is an American.
Prayer Requests

This newsletter is becoming a great way to get the word out to our horse-show family when someone is in need of prayer.  If everyone would just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we may see miracles happen. 

*Kris Hornberger* had knee surgery on the 14th of December.  You’ll have to ask her how she injured herself.  It’s a good story.  She is at home recuperating.  We saw Darrin the week after her surgery and he said to keep him in your prayer!  HA HA!  I’m sure Kris would appreciate calls and e-mails to keep her occupied while she does her physical therapy.  Get Well Soon, Kris!!

  *Our Soldiers* Please keep our soldiers in your prayers.  They are often away from their families over the holidays and missing them greatly.  My brother was able to come visit us over Christmas, and I know he was glad to be home, but he was not able to spend Christmas with his kids.  Keep him and all our brave men and women in the armed services.  You wouldn’t be reading this newsletter in some countries, you know!  We are blessed to be Americans and to be protected by such brave souls.

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

Mark 11:24

"Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved." 

 Psalm 55:23 

Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed!

Proverbs 16:3
THE BLOOD

Author Unknown

One night in a church service a young woman felt the tug of God at her heart.  She responded to God's call and accepted Jesus as her Lord and Savior.  The young woman had a very rough past, involving alcohol, drugs, and prostitution.  But, the change in her was evident. As time went on she became a faithful member of the church.   She eventually became involved in the ministry, teaching young children. 

 

It was not very long until this faithful young woman had caught the eye and heart of the pastor's son.  The relationship grew and they began to make wedding plans. 

 

This is when the problems began. 

 

You see, about one half of the church did not think that a woman with a past such as hers was suitable for a pastor's son.  The church began to argue and fight about the matter.  

So they decided to have a meeting.  As the people made their arguments and tensions increased, the meeting was getting completely out of hand. 

 

The young woman became very upset about all the things being brought up about her past. 

 

As she began to cry the pastor's son stood to speak.  He could not bear the pain it was causing his wife to be. He began to speak and his statement was this: 

 

"My fiancée’s past is not what is on trial here.  What you are questioning is the ability of the blood of Jesus to wash away sin.  Today you have put the blood of Jesus on trial. So, does it wash away sin or not?" 

 

The whole church began to weep as they realized that they had been slandering the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Too often, even as Christians, we bring up the past and use it as a weapon against our brothers and sisters.  Forgiveness is a very foundational part of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If the blood of Jesus does not cleanse the other person completely then it cannot cleanse us completely.  If that is the case, then we are all in a lot of trouble. 

 

What can wash away my sins? 

 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus! End of case!!!! 

 




Words From Friends

Thanks from Debby Elliott…

Christa, 

Will you please say a thank you to everyone who has been so good and thoughtful to me in your next newsletter?  Everyone has been so good and comforting.  Everyone is like family and I know they will all miss Lee very much too.

Love,

Debby

Horsey Ads

*For Sale*  5 yr old Merridoc / I haul It bred gelding.  Doc is a big sorrel, super quiet to ride. Currently placing in 1-D or 2-D.  Call Us for more info.

*For Sale* 2 (coming 3) yr old foundation bred gelding, green broke, but very quiet.  He stands about 14.3H, sorrel with a little chrome.  Owners need to sell, Contact Us…

*For Sale*  Weanling filly by Dash Ta Fame and out of a full sister to War Bars Magic (War Bar Meyers).  She has been handled since birth and is a flashy sorrel with some unique markings.  Contact Us…

*For Sale*  14 year old jet black 15:3H AQHA gelding places in 2D and 3D format.  On son if On the Money Red.  No vices/ no chute problems/ runs the same trip every time.  Good youth or amt horse.  Great for rodeo stands up in any kind if ground. Clips/stands in cross ties/stands all day tie to trailer/ a real gentleman.  Great to be around in the barn.  UTD in all shots.  Contact Us…

*For Sale* 5 year old granddaughter of Peppy San Badger and Marthas Six Moons.  Sorrel, very athletic mare.  Just needs someone to go on with her.  Working  great set of barrels and has been around cattle.  Contact Us…

*NOTE* I am emailing because I am going to sell Hank and Rebel together if you know anyone who might be interested please email or call 219-929-5955. As you know Hank must go to a good home. Thank you Lesley Reising  colttrev@comcast.net
Standing At Stud ***  Chicks Dig It ***

We are going to be standing our stallion for his first breeding season this spring.  AI only.  Check out the web site for more information. 

 *For Sale* We are now selling Cox Vet Lab Supplements…everything from vitamins and joint supplements to leg paints and shampoo.  Check out their products on our web site.   www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com 
Kicks And Giggles

"Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and listen."      Bobby - age 7 (Wow!)   

"If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who you hate," 
Nikka - age 6  (we need a few million more Nikka's on this planet) 

"Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt, then he wears it everyday."   
Noelle - age 7   
"Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends even after they know each other so well." 
Tommy - age 6   
"During my piano recital, I was on a stage and I was scared. I looked at all the people watching me and saw my daddy waving and smiling. He was the only one doing that. I wasn't scared anymore."           Cindy - age 8

  
"My mommy loves me more than anybody. 
You don't see anyone else kissing me to sleep at night."               Clare - age 6   
"Love is when Mommy gives Daddy the best piece of chicken."         Elaine-age 5   
"Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly and sweaty and still says he is handsomer than Robert Redford."        Chris - age 7   
"Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you left him alone all day."              Mary Ann - age 4   

Live today to the fullest because tomorrow is not promised. 
The Will of God will never take you to where the Grace of God will not protect you.
*Prayer for Unsaved* 
Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. Her is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them:

I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 1:16-23

Last & most important thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven.  But salvation is a GIFT from God.  The bible tells me so…

All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you?  

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

Romans 10: 9-10

Email/Mailing List
 If you want to be added to the list, just send me your address and I’ll be glad to get a newsletter to you.  I send out hundreds via email and over fifty regular post.  So, whether you are on the web or not…I can get one to you if you want!
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Contact Me

Christa Conway     12601 S. 200 W. Muncie, IN  47302

vcgconway@msn.com
(765) 755-3427

(765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
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