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By Christa Conway

Have any of you heard that song?  I think I’m going to make that my theme song.  It goes on to say “Keep on movin’, face that fire…walk right through it.”  It talks about angels around us and while when we get knocked down on ours knees…while we are down there, we might as well be prayin’.  Ring a bell?  Anyway, it’s a good one, listen to the words next time you hear it on the radio.  Now, I’ll fill you in a little more on what has happened in the last month or so…remember how I felt like my family and I were under attack last month?  Here’s the update:

It didn’t stop after I wrote the newsletter…things kept happening and I was beginning to wonder what the heck was going on!  We had horses getting hurt…horses acting up, kids getting hurt, things breaking, …and on and on.  I finally made a phone call and asked some very good friends to come and pray with us.  (It is so great to have friends who will drop everything and come when you need them!)

Things started to make sense after Vic and I spoke with these good friends of ours.  They are Christians and they have also made a conscious effort to witness to others through the horse shows.  They had a very likely explanation for our latest battle.

Remember when I referred to my broken arm as when things all started to go wrong?  Well, the week before I broke my arm, Renee Crumrine had asked us (Vic and myself) to hold Easter Church Service at their Futurity in April.  This was the first time we had been approached and had time to plan for an actual “church” service.  We got to thinking and it seems like that was when things started to happen.  This action by us was obviously a threat to the devil.  I mean, he could probably care less if we were at home setting on our couch and watching TV…there, we are no threat to him…but when we start to become involved in bringing people closer to Jesus…then the devil takes notice.  It gives him a target and a mission to destroy our plans.

After we started thinking about the chain of events…it all made sense.  Of course the devil doesn’t want us to start holding church services at horse shows!  But guess what!!! We are going to!  We figured out his battle plan and we aren’t going to let him destroy our mission.

God has been laying it on my heart for some time to be active in offering church or just bible study/prayer meetings at our trailer since last year.  So, I am “offering” to any one who is at a show where we are and need prayer or want to make sure there will be church on Sunday morning…just come and see us.

We are not going to let Satan steal our joy or ruin our plans that God has made.  God is in control and as long as we let God do the “planning” for our battles, we will always come out the victors!

Bad Ground
By: Christa Conway

I have written often in the past about planting seeds and reaping what you sow.  I have emphasized to be sure and plant good seeds and not to be planting weeds.  This month the Lord laid it on my heart to talk about the seed (God’s word) that we plant in our own hearts and more importantly…the kind of soil we are planting it into.

Being barrel racers we all know about how the ground conditions can affect our horses performance.  We’ve probably all been on both sides of that coin…from the top to the bottom of the drag or even from one day to the next.  I know from rodeo experience that sometimes you get the good and sometimes you get the bad.  I’ve ran on great ground one day and the girls that evening in the slack had to run in the rain…or the next day in slop.  And, I have had the tables turned and been the one running in the mud.  There are many types of ground conditions we ask our horses to run on.  And some horses handle “trashy” ground just fine…but ideally…wouldn’t we all like to run on good ground all the time in order to have every advantage?

The idea of good or bad ground is also found in the bible in the parable of the sower.  This can be found in Matthew Chapter 13, verses 3-8 and 18-23.  I will go ahead and print it here:

Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “ A farmer went out to sow his seed.  As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path and the birds came and ate it up.  Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil.  It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.  But when the sun came up the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.  Other seeds fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants.  Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop- a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.

…Listen to what the parable of the sower means:  When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart.  This is the seed sown along the path.  The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy.  But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time.  When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.  The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.  But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it.  He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.

Jesus really goes in depth here to explain several different kinds of situations.  It’s kind of like we hear about ground that was shifty or slick, deep or sticky.  There are many scenarios…but again…it all goes back to the ideal type of ground to run our barrel race or…plant our seed.

Are you the man who receives the word in good soil?  Are you hearing the word and understanding it?  If you don’t understand it…are you asking the questions so that you will?  Are you letting the devil steal it before it ever has time to take a hold?  Are you excited about it until you get around your friends and then do you get embarrassed?  Or when you are put on the spot, do you choose to go with the flow…and never take root?  Or are you worrying too much about what others think and say and about worldly things like money and gossip?

This is only a small look into what kind of ground you are planting your seed in…We can all read the word (that seed is ALWAYS good) but it is up to us to plant it in good soil or we will never see a harvest.

It’d be like owning the greatest barrel horse that ever lived and only running when the ground was bad…you’d very seldom draw a check!  Run on (SOW IN) Good Ground!

Prayer Requests

This newsletter is becoming a great way to get the word out to our horse-show family when someone is in need of prayer.  If everyone would just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we may see miracles happen. 


*Carol Thompson* was in a motorcycle accident on June 9th.  The following is a portion of what I received via email from Teresa Meyers:

She has multiple fractures; both arms are in casts and one lower leg.  The fractures are
pretty major, the initial prognosis is 8 weeks on the arms (both elbows/both wrists were damaged), 12 weeks with NO weight on her
ankle.  Being a smart lady she was wearing a helmet, there were no internal
injuries and no "road rash".  She was on her way home from work, just a few
miles from home when a car pulled out in front of her, unfortunately she was
not able to stop.

She could definitely use your prayers and good wishes!

Scott (Carol’s husband) said if you want to send cards, send them to the home address, he'll make sure she gets them.  Her address is:
Carol Thompson, 15449 Kelly Rd, Mishawaka, IN 46544


*Kathy Murray* Danette Potter’s mom, has been undergoing some testing and so far so good…but please keep her in your prayers.

*Rex Goen* underwent surgery for circulation problems and caught a staff infection.  He is still battling to regain his health.

*Rick White* hit a deer while riding a motorcycle.  I don’t have many other details, but please keep him in your prayers.

Also,  Please keep…

*all military and their families* in your prayers.  They make big sacrifices to secure our freedoms. 
Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

Mark 11:24

Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.

Proverbs 16:3
Do The Math

Via email

From a strictly mathematical viewpoint:
What Equals 100%? What does it mean to give MORE than 100%? Ever 
wonder about those people who say they are giving more than 100%? We have all 
been in situations where someone wants you to give over 100%. How about
achieving 101%? What equals 100% in life?

Here's a little mathematical formula that might help you answer these
Questions:


If:
A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

Is represented as:
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26.

Then:
H-A-R-D-W-O-R- K
8+1+18+4+23+15+18+11 = 98%

and
K-N-O-W-L-E-D-G-E
11+14+15+23+12+5+4+7+5 = 96%

But,
A-T-T-I-T-U-D-E
1+20+20+9+20+21+4+5 = 100%

AND, look how far the love of God will take you
L - O - V - E -O-F-G-O-D
12+15+22+5+15+6+7+15+4 = 101%


Therefore, one can conclude with mathematical certainty that:
While Hard work and Knowledge will get you close, and Attitude will get you there, it's the Love of God that will put you over the top!   
God doesn't call the qualified,
He qualifies the called.


You can tell how big a person
is by what it takes to discourage him or her.
WHY GOD

CREATED CHILDREN
I thought this was too cute!  I had to include it!  Via email
To those of us who have children in our lives, 
whether they are our own, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, or students... here is something to make you chuckle. 

Whenever your children are out of control, 
you can take comfort from the thought that 
even God's omnipotence did not extend to His own children.


After creating heaven and earth, God created Adam and Eve. And the first thing he said was 
"DON'T!"
"Don't what?" Adam replied. 
"Don't eat the forbidden fruit." God said. 
"Forbidden fruit?  We have forbidden fruit? Hey Eve..we have forbidden fruit!" 
"No Way!"  

"Yes way!"  
"Do NOT eat the fruit! "  said God.
"Why?"
 "Because I am your Father and I said so! "  God replied, wondering why He hadn't stopped creation after making the elephants. 

A few minutes later, God saw His children having an apple break and He was ticked!  "Didn't I tell you not to eat the fruit? "  God asked.

"Uh huh," Adam replied.
"Then why did you? " said the Father. 
"I don't know," said Eve

"She started it! " Adam said.
"Did not! “

"Did too! "
"DID NOT! "
Having had it with the two of them, God's punishment was that Adam and Eve should have children of their own.  Thus the pattern was set and it has never changed. 

BUT THERE IS REASSURANCE IN THE STORY! 

If you have persistently and lovingly tried to give children wisdom and they haven't taken it, don't be hard on yourself. 

If God had trouble raising children, what makes you think it would be a piece of cake for you? 

Horsey Ads
Some Items For Sale that may be of interest to you or someone you know.

FOR SALE:  1999 Georgie Boy Motor Home Class A body style, 29ft long, Chevrolet 454 motor.  Loaded with everything, sleeps six comfortably and includes dinette, couch, kitchen and master bedroom.  Asking $31,000.  Call for more info  (765) 998-7592

COX VET LAB SUPPLEMENTS:  We are now an authorized dealer of these great products.  I can get you anything from shampoo to leg poultice and from electrolytes to joint supplements.  AND…

BAR F PRODUCTS: We are now an authorized dealer of these well-known products.  I will be carrying a small supply on trailer with us, but can order anything for you!  Check out our web site or give me a call to place an order.                            Christa Conway (765) 744-7363
Longhorn Mary Burger Superstar Edition/QH bars, 14" seat. It has a good amount of silver. It has only been ridden in a handful of times and other than needing a good cleaning is pretty much new.  Only asking $475 for it. e mail at: casey0lee@yahoo.com 

Kicks & Giggles

The next time you feel like GOD can't use you, just remember...   
Noah was a drunk 
Abraham was too old 
Isaac was a daydreamer 
Jacob was a liar 
Leah was ugly 
Joseph was abused 
Moses had a stuttering problem 
Gideon was afraid 
Samson had long hair and was a womanizer 
Rahab was a prostitute 
Jeremiah and Timothy were too young 
David had an affair and was a murderer 
Elijah was suicidal 
Isaiah preached naked 
Jonah ran from God 
Naomi was a widow 
Job went bankrupt 
Peter denied Christ 
The Disciples fell  asleep while praying 
Martha worried about everything 
Mary  Magdalene was... 
The Samaritan woman was divorced, more than once   
Zaccheus was too small 
Paul was too religious 
Timothy had an  ulcer..AND 
Lazarus was dead! 
Now, no more excuses!  God can use you to your full potential.  Besides  you aren't the message, you are just the messenger.
News From/ About Friends

Surfing the Internet on horse shows and came across your site.
 

It is great!  Really enjoyed reading the older newsletters.  I have a question for you who is Betty Rice.  Really liked her poems.
Please add us to your e-mail list with the Christian Barrel Racer's Newsletter.
 

Thank you
Teresa bowman


This next one is sooo funny!  I never really thought about it before…

YARD WORK
YARD WORK - AS VIEWED FROM HEAVEN (overheard in a conversation between God and St. Francis):



God: Francis, you know all about gardens and nature; what in the world is going on down there in the U.S.?

What happened to the dandelions, violets, thistles and the stuff I started eons ago?  I had a perfect no-maintenance garden plan.  Those plants grow in any type of soil, withstand drought, and multiply with abandon.  The nectar from the long-lasting blossoms attracts butterflies, honeybees, and flocks of songbirds.  I expected to see a vast garden of color by now.  All I see are patches of green.

St. Francis: It's the tribes that settled there, Lord.  They are called the Suburbanites.  They started calling your flowers "weeds" and went to great lengths to kill them and replace them with grass.

God: Grass?  But it is so boring, it's not colorful.  It doesn't attract butterflies, bees or birds, only grubs and sod worms.  It's temperamental with temperatures.  Do these Suburbanites really want grass growing there?

St. Francis: Apparently not, Lord.  As soon as it has grown a little, they cut it.... sometimes two times a week.

God: They cut it?  Do they bale it like hay?

St. Francis: Not exactly, Lord.  Most of them rake it up and put it in bags.

God: They bag it?  Why?  Is it a cash crop?  Do they sell it?

St. Francis: No sir, just the opposite.  They pay to throw it away.

God: Now let me get this straight...they fertilize it to make it grow and when it does grow, they cut it off and pay to throw it away?

St. Francis: Yes, sir.

God: These Suburbanites must be relieved in the summer when we cut back on the rain and turn up the heat.  That surely slows
the growth and saves them a lot of work.

St. Francis: You aren't going to believe this Lord, but when the grass stops growing so fast, they drag out hoses and pay more money to water it so they can continue to mow it and pay to get rid of it.

God: What nonsense!  At least they kept some of the trees.  That was a sheer stroke of genius, if I do say so myself.  The trees grow leaves in the spring to provide beauty and shade in the summer.  In the autumn they fall to the ground and form a natural blanket to keep the moisture in the soil and protect the
trees and bushes.  Plus, as they rot, the leaves become compost to enhance the soil.  It's a natural circle of life.

St. Francis: You'd better sit down, Lord.  As soon as the leaves fall, the Suburbanites rake them into great piles and pay to have them hauled away.

God: No way!  What do they do to protect the shrubs and tree roots in the winter to keep the soil moist and loose?

St Francis: After throwing the leaves away, they go out and buy something called mulch.  They haul it home and spread it around in place of the leaves.

God: And where do they get this mulch?

St. Francis: They cut down the trees and grind them up to make mulch.

God: Enough!  I don't want to think about this anymore.
Saint Catherine, you're in charge of the arts.  What movie have you scheduled for us tonight?

St. Catherine: "Dumb and Dumber," Lord.  It's a really stupid movie about....

God: Never mind--I think I just heard the whole story from Saint Francis!


 *Prayer for Unsaved*
Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. We may feel unsure about approaching them, but we can approach Our Heavenly Father on their behalf.

Here is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them.  Just say the person’s name when you see a blank.

I have not stopped giving thanks for __________, remembering _________ in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give _________ the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that __________ may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of _________’s heart may be enlightened in order that __________ may know the hope to which he has called __________, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

Ephesians 1:16-23

Last & most important thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our personal savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  

You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven…  But…  Salvation is a GIFT from God and you don’t earn a gift.  Gifts are something someone gives to you and for the gift to be yours, you have to accept it.

All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you?  

But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many.                    Romans 5:15

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.                               John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.                   Romans 10: 9-10
Email/Mailing List
If you want to be added to the mailing list, just send me your address and I’ll be glad to get a newsletter to you.  I send out hundreds via email and still many through regular post.  So, whether you are on the web or not…I can get one to you if you want.  All you have to do is ask.  And remember, they are FREE!

If you have a prayer request, a story to share, something to sell or the one’s I like the most… a praise, I would be glad to include them in next month’s newsletter.  Just send them to me mail or email or call me with your request and I’ll write them up for you.  I can include your name if you like or I can make sure to leave it out if you request.
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Contact Me

Christa Conway     12601 S. 200 W. Muncie, IN  47302

vcgconway@msn.com
(765) 755-3427

(765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
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