[image: image2.wmf]Submission
By:  Christa Conway

This month I am going to start where I left off with Trusting, Supple & Responsive last month and talk about Submission.  The dictionary defines submission as the act of submitting; surrender; humble behavior; obedience; resignation.  All of these words are very promising descriptions if you are looking at a horse to buy.  “Oh, he’s very obedient and surrenders to us very easily.  He seems real resigned to do whatever we ask.”  We’d think what a great tempered horse.

Now, let’s think back at some of the horses you’ve enjoyed riding…if they were any good at running barrels, they had to submit to a trainer’s teaching at some point down the line and be willing to learn how to handle their feet, place their weight and respond to cues.  They had to be obedient and they had to resign to a “higher power.”

When I think about some of the tougher barrel horses I have had…I have to admit that the word submission doesn’t immediately come to mind.  More along the lines of words like, confident, bold, and maybe even a little cocky.  When I started thinking about it though…I realized that they were all submissive.  How else could you get a 1,000 pound animal to be fast and fluid without them submitting themselves to the rider and the job?

Some of you know the horse I have done very well on over the years, Butler Did It, he is a very good example of “cocky.”  He loves his job and comes out of the arena strutting and dancing…as if he’s saying, “Wow, I did good at my job while I was in that arena!  Did you see it?  It was awesome!”  He is very fond of his job and I think he looks forward to running barrels.  To look at him, you wouldn’t automatically think submission.  But, if you really think about it…he has embraced what I ask him to do and loves it.  It shows in his attitude of willingness and in his sense of pride after he runs a barrel race.  (Some of you may find that hard to swallow when I say that, but if you have ever seen him, you would probably understand.)

Now, you will see where I am going with this, as usual…it ties into our relationship with God.

We need to be submissive to our Heavenly Father.  

James 3:17 says:

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.

James 4:7 ties submission with our protection from the devil….this verse tells us first to submit to God.
Submit yourselves, then to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

Submission is not a bad thing…as I said before…our good horses have submitted to us and they make us very happy when they do what we ask.  How much more happy will God be when we submit to him?  Not to mention all the benefits we receive by doing so.

In Hebrews Chapter 12 it is speaking about God disciplining His sons and goes on into Hebrews 12:9 to say:

Moreover, we all have human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it.  How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live!

There is another result of submitting to God.  It is short and sweet, but it says so much…and live!  Part of this passage was in the bible verse of the month last month…God disciplines us…and wants us to submit to his discipline for a far greater reward than a fast time in a barrel race…this passage in Hebrews 12 tells us that God disciplines us for our own good, that we may share in his holiness!

Share in his holiness!  Wow! There is another short but sweet revelation!  Our horses benefit from submission by getting a nice warm stall, lots of good feed and lots of TLC.  When we submit to God we start to reap the benefits of the kingdom of God right away including sharing in his holiness!  He will make things so much clearer if our hearts and minds are in a state of submission that allows us to hear what He is telling us.  And when we listen…the blessing will flow because we are planting good seeds!  (Remember how that works?)

He may be asking us to spend more time with Him.  He may be telling us that we need to witness to a friend…or to take it upon ourselves to start a bible study group.

Whatever it is, if we are being submissive and heed His requests…then we can walk around with our heads held high and be confident that God is pleased with us.  We may even get to the point that we become really good at what God is calling us to do like some of our horses get really good at what we call them to do.  It is at that point we can be ready to bounce out of the arena gate of life (like Butler comes out of the arena after a run) and say “Wow, I did good at my job while I was there on earth!  It was awesome!”

Attitude Is Everything
There once was a woman who woke up one morning, looked in the mirror, and noticed she had only three hairs on her head.

Well," she said, "I think I'll braid my hair today."   So she did and she had a wonderful day.

The next day she woke up, looked in the mirror and saw that she had only two hairs on her head. 

"H-M-M," she said, 

"I think I'll part my hair down the middle today."  So she did and she had a grand day.

The next day she woke up, looked in the mirror and noticed that she had only one hair on her head. 

"Well," she said, "today I'm going to wear my hair in a pony tail."  So she did and she had a fun, fun day.

The next day she woke up, looked in the mirror and noticed that there wasn't a single hair on her head. 

"YEA!" she exclaimed, "I don't have to fix my hair today!"

News From Friends

Our friend Laura Lee Thomas sent me this update after her and her daughter, Mandi’s, return from the Dominican Republic.  They went there on a Missions trip, as some will remember from last month’s newsletter.  I have saved the pictures she speaks of if anyone is interested in seeing them.  (Some editing for space)

Hi, hope all is well with you!  I just wanted to give everyone an update from our trip to the Dominican Republic.  We didn’t get sick, other than the major headache that I had prior to leaving.  It ended up turning into back pain too and I still don’t know what caused it all.  I tried not to send too many pics.  It was hard to choose what to send!  One, of course, is what we came home to!  The pic of the truck is how we rode around most of the time.  My Dad is shaking his finger at us, we were in the truck in front of him.  There's a pic of one of the church service and some scenery!  The rainbow was seen right off the balcony of the MGM compound.  It was beautiful there!  The village home (two homes) was fairly typical of what a lot of the homes were like.
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First of all I would like to thank everyone who prayed for us!   We sure knew you were praying!  I would like to, again, thank everyone who supported us with the funds to go!!  We ended up with lots of extra money and were able to give money away!  Boy, was that fun!  Those of you who gave will be blessed for doing so!  These people have nothing and were so grateful for everything!  
 
In one of the sugar cane villages we visited, we gave one pastor twenty US dollars.   He was so thankful that he got a translator to tell us he wanted to pray for us.  It was so sweet; he blessed everything you could imagine.  His church had nails sticking out in the “pews” (nothing we would sit on in church).  The church was very run down!  I worked with one of the doctors that day and we didn’t see hardly any Christians.  Pray for this pastor to be able to increase the Christians in his village.  It must be very hard for him!
 
Mandi and I did medical most of the week.  We helped our friend and local pharmacist, Larry Whipple.  We would help him set up the pharmacy by packing pills and sorting things out.  After we had that completed we would go sit in with Dr. Mike Mc Donald.  He was great to listen in with!  He always asked everyone if they were Christians and shared with each person. Some chose to accept Christ.  We prayed with each one too!  Mandi or I would go to the pharmacy then and get what the doctor wanted.  We passed out many vitamins too!  I was sad to think that these people only got to see a doctor when we came and that was usually once a year.  They got a small supply of vitamins and usually ibuprofen or Tylenol, about 30 pills worth.  I just can’t imagine having a headache or backache (whatever) and not being able to take something to help!  We stayed behind one day at the compound to help do some painting for their new garage, which was almost finished by the time our team left.
 
The sugar cane villages were the saddest!  The workers were Haitian who had traveled over 300 miles to work in the fields.  The people that were born there never saw anything else!  A lot of the villages were miles off of the main road.  The workers got up at about 4:00 am or so to go cut cane.  They would cut cane until dark and make $2.00 per day!  These villages had lots of starvation and nothing much or nothing at all in the way of clothes or shoes!  That village brought many tears to my eyes!  The missionary that lives by the compound and I were able to converse with a man in his home, by bringing plain peanut butter sandwiches for him and his family.  In doing so he recommitted his life to Christ!  That was one of the high points for me.
 
The MGM (Meeting God in Missions) compound was very nice!  They had great food and it was very clean!  They provided bottled distilled water everyday for us and we even used it to brush our teeth with!  We visited a local church most nights.  That was interesting to say the least!  My Dad had a great time too!  Mandi and I were thankful to get to spend some time with him!
 
We made lots of new friends including two of the translators!  There is so much more I could say, but I’m afraid that this is already lengthy!  

Laura Lee Thomas

Bible Verse to study for the month…

Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Email me with your thoughts…..CC

Only horse people...
 Thanks to the Hylands via email


* Believe in the 11th Commandment: Inside leg to outside rein.

* Know that all topical medications come in either indelible blue or neon yellow.

* Think nothing of eating a sandwich after mucking out stables.

* Know why a thermometer has a yard of yarn attached to one end of it.

* Are banned from Laundromats.

* Fail to associate whips, chains and leather with sexual deviancy.

* Can magically lower their voices five octaves to bellow at a pawing horse.

* Have a language all their own ("If he pops his shoulder, I have to close that hand and keep pushing with my seat in case he sucks back".)

* Will end relationships over their hobby.
* Cluck to their cars to help them up hills.
* Insure their horses for more than their cars.
 * Will give you 20 names and reasons for that bump on your horse.

* Know more about their horse's nutrition than their own.

* Have neatsfoot oil stains on the carpet right next to the TV.

* Have a vocabulary that can make a sailor blush.
* Have less wardrobe than their horse.
* Engage in a hobby that is more work than their day job.

* Know Mucking stalls is better then Zoloft any day.

* Know one face full of dirt after being ejected from a spooking equine is worth more than all of the 'how to' books, videos and magazine articles in the world.

Attitude is everything.

Be kinder than necessary, for everyone you meet is fighting some kind of battle.

Live simply, Love generously,

Care deeply, Speak kindly.......

Leave the rest to God.
The Coat Hanger

Via email 


A woman was at work when she received a phone call that her daughter was 
very sick with a fever.
She left her work and stopped by the pharmacy to get some medication.  She got back to her car and found that she had locked her keys in the car. She didn't know what to do, so she called home and told the baby sitter what had happened.
The baby sitter told her that the fever was getting worse. She said, "You might find a coat hanger and use that to open the door."  The woman looked around and found an old rusty coat hanger that had been 
left on the ground, possibly by someone else who at some time had locked their keys in their car. She looked at the hanger and said, "I don't know how to use this."
She bowed her head and asked God to send her help.  Within five minutes, a beat up old motorcycle pulled up, with a dirty, greasy, bearded man who was wearing an old biker skull rag on his head.
The woman thought, "This is what you sent to help me?"  But, she was desperate, so she was also very thankful.
The man got off his cycle and asked if he could help.
She said, "Yes, my daughter is very sick. I stopped to get her some medication and I locked my keys in my car. I must get home to her.  Please, can you use this hanger to unlock my car?"   
He said, "Sure." He walked over to the car, and in less than a minute, the car was opened.
She hugged the man and through her tears she said, "Thank You So Much! You are a very nice man."
The man replied, "Lady, I am not a nice man. I just got out of prison today.  I was in prison for car theft and have only been out for about an hour."
The woman hugged the man again and with sobbing tears cried out loud,  "Oh, Thank you God!   You even sent me a Professional!"


Take Your Burdens To The Lord And Leave Them There


God doesn't call the qualified…
He qualifies the called.
Prayer Requests

This newsletter has become a great way to get the word out to our horse-show family when someone is in need of prayer.  Everyone, just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we have seen miracles happen. 

*UPDATE* Catie Fairchild, Jim & Fay’s daughter, was released from her back brace the last week of February.  She is back to riding and looking forward to her next trip around the barrels.

Betty Rice got her cast off of her arm in February.  She had broken it while working on fence.  She is in therapy to regain her strength and mobility.  Keep her in your prayers.

Monica Bowman, IHSRA secretary, will be undergoing treatment for breast cancer over the next few weeks. Please keep her and her family in your prayers.

My brother, Terry Rice left for Iraq on the 28th of February. Please keep him in your prayers as well as the other soldiers listed below.

*Caleb Atkins* and *AJ Coffee* are in Iraq now. I know they and their families appreciate your prayers for them and other soldiers safety and strength.  AJ’s email address is aj_coffee123@hotmail.com and I am sure that he would love to hear from his barrel racing buddies.

Keep *all military and their families* in your prayers.  They make big sacrifices to secure our freedoms.

Our Leaders in political office…  We may or may not agree with their policies…but God tells us to pray for ALL of them.

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  Mark 11:24 

Kicks & Giggles
 A little boy got lost at the YMCA and found himself in the women's locker room. When he was spotted, the room burst into shrieks, with ladies grabbing towels and running for cover. 

The little boy watched in amazement and then asked, "What's the matter haven't you ever seen a little boy before?"

Update…
Most of you received an email from me last month updating you on the status of Vic’s job.  For those of you who didn’t, I’ll briefly fill you in this month.

The automobile manufacturing plant that Vic has worked at for 20 yrs is closing within the next two years like so many others in our part of the country.

We are looking at this as a blessing and an opportunity to move a little south of here to a little warmer climate and start over somewhat.

Right now we are looking at Somerset, KY area or maybe Bowling Green.  We would like to open an auction house possibly.  This is all still up in the air…but please keep us in your prayers.  We really appreciate it!

Also, we are going to be selling several horses (no, we are not quitting…just slimming down.)  So, if you know someone looking for a horse, send them our way.  Same goes for our horse trailer and even our house…..If you have questions…give us a call.

Email/Mailing List
If you want to be added to the mailing list, just send me your address and I’ll be glad to get a newsletter to you.  I send out hundreds via email and still many through regular post.  So, whether you are on the web or not…I can get one to you if you want.  All you have to do is ask.  And remember, they are FREE!

If you have a prayer request, a story to share, something to sell or the one’s I like the most… a praise, I would be glad to include them in next month’s newsletter.  Just send them to me mail or email or call me with your request and I’ll write them up for you.  I can include your name if you like or I can make sure to leave it out if you request.
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Contact Me

(765) 755-3427       (765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
vcgconway@msn.com

*Prayer for Unsaved*
Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. We may feel unsure about approaching them, but we can approach Our Heavenly Father on their behalf.

Here is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them.  Just say the person’s name when you see a blank.

I have not stopped giving thanks for __________, remembering _________ in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give _________ the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that __________ may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of _________’s heart may be enlightened in order that __________ may know the hope to which he has called __________, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age 

but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 1:16-23

Last & most important thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our personal savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven…  But…  Salvation is a GIFT from God and you don’t earn a gift.  Gifts are something someone gives to you and for the gift to be yours, you have to accept it.  All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you?  

But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many.        Romans 5:15

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.                               John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Romans 10: 9-10
CBRN
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