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“Bless It Forward”

A wonderful idea came to me a few weeks ago at a horse show when some friends (who will remain anonymous) “Blessed It Forward” by contributing to the CBRN mailing/copying expenses.  It seems their church has challenged its members to bless others in hopes that it will cause a domino effect and create some well-needed acts of kindness in our day and age.  The idea was compared to the movie “Pay It Forward” most of you have seen it, I have and I remember the main theme of goodness creates goodness.  (A good seed grows good plants.)

My challenge to EVERYONE this weekend during the state show is to “Bless It Forward.”  This may mean only one act of kindness to a fellow barrel racer, but the more we can show each other, the better weekend I believe we all will have!!

In order to achieve this goal of “Bless It Forward” it may mean a kind word in passing, it may be a “Go get a great run” said to someone before his or her draw or it may mean a pat on the back and a kind word after a barrel is knocked over.  It could also be an anonymous dinner tab paid, a stall cleaned for a friend or even just a nice cold drink for a stranger standing next to you at the cook shack.

It can be a tiny act or a few words that may change someone’s whole outlook for the rest of the weekend or it may even be a great anonymous act of kindness that you don’t need to take credit for, just the smile on a person’s face should be all the gratification needed.

I hope and pray everyone takes this challenge seriously and we will all go home with lots of stories to tell of many blessings!
It’s State Show Time!

By: Christa Conway

(Indiana) NBHA State Show

What a treat!

Old friends you know

New friends you’ll meet.

Vacation from work

Weekend in the sun.

Enjoy the company

‘Til it’s time to run.

Big drags on 100

Fifty an hour

Yellow 4-N-1’s

And Big green horse-power.

One eye for the timing

Three barrels to turn.

One rider, one horse

Lots of money to earn.

Saddles and buckles

Great prizes there too.

Say “thanks” to the sponsors

For all that they do.

Two chances you’ll get

To shut off the clock.

Barrels can’t fall

Just spin and rock.

The Finals on Sunday

Are everyone’s aim.

Get your best run

Make your claim to fame.

From the Youth to the Seniors

It’s a family sport

Goin’ fast on horseback

‘Cause life’s too short.

Once a year we all meet

Can’t wait ‘til it’s time.

State Show here we come….

Hope you enjoyed my rhyme!!!!

See Ya there!! CC
****Reminder:****

!!!Don’t Forget !!!

Saturday July 14 is “Tough Enough To Wear Pink” in support of Cancer Awareness

Wear Your Pink!!!!!

**********************************

Something to Think About…….

The  Stranger
Via e-mail


A few years after I was born, my Dad met a stranger who was new to our small Texas town. From the beginning, Dad was fascinated with this enchanting newcomer and soon invited him to live with our family. The stranger was quickly accepted and was around from then on. 

As I grew up, I never questioned his place in my family. In my young mind, he had a special niche. My parents were complementary instructors: Mom taught me good from evil, and Dad taught me to obey. But the stranger...he was our   storyteller. He would keep us spellbound for hours on end with adventures, mysteries and comedies.


If I wanted to know anything about politics, history or science, he always knew the answers about the past, understood the present and even seemed able to predict the future! He took my family to the first major league ball game. He made me laugh, and he made me cry. The stranger never stopped talking, but Dad didn’t seem to mind.


Sometimes, Mom would get up quietly while the rest of us were shushing each other to listen to what he had to say, and she would go to the kitchen for peace and quiet. (I wonder now if she ever prayed for the stranger to leave.)

 
Dad ruled our household with certain moral convictions, but the stranger never felt obligated to honor them.  Profanity, for example, was not allowed in our home... Not from us, our friends or any visitors. Our longtime visitor, however, got away with four-letter words that burned my ears and made my dad squirm and my mother blush. 

My Dad didn’t permit the liberal use of alcohol. But the stranger encouraged us to try it on a regular basis. He made cigarettes look cool, cigars manly and pipes distinguished. He talked freely (much too freely!) about sex. His   comments were sometimes blatant, sometimes suggestive, and generally   embarrassing.


I now know that my early concepts about relationships were influenced strongly by the stranger. Time after time, he opposed the values of my parents, yet he was seldom rebuked... And NEVER asked to leave. 

More than fifty years have passed since the stranger moved in with our family. He has blended right in and is not nearly as fascinating as he was at first. Still, if you could walk into my parents' den today, you would still find him sitting over in his corner, waiting for someone to listen to him talk and watch him draw his pictures. 

His name?....

We just call him,  "TV."

On that same note…

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.  Proverbs 22:6

Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.  Ephesians 6:4

Great Prayer…

Heavenly Father, Help us remember that the jerk who cut us off in traffic last night is a single mother who worked nine hours that day and is rushing home to cook dinner, help with homework, do the laundry and spend a few precious moments with her children. 

Help us to remember that the pierced, tattooed, disinterested young man who can't make change correctly is a worried 19-year-old college student, balancing his apprehension over final exams with his fear of not getting his student loans for next semester.

 
Remind us, Lord, that the scary looking bum, begging for money in the same spot every day (who really ought to get a job!) is a slave to addictions that we can only imagine in our worst nightmares 

Help us to remember that the old couple walking annoyingly slow through the store aisles and blocking our shopping progress are savoring this moment, knowing that, based on the biopsy report she got back last week, this will be the last year that they go shopping together . 

Heavenly Father, remind us each day that, of all the gifts you give us, the greatest gift is love It is not enough to share that love with those we hold dear. Open our hearts not to just those who are close to us, but to all humanity. Let us be slow to judge and quick to forgive, show patience, empathy and love.

Patience

By: Christa Conway

I have had it presented to me sooooo many times in the last few weeks to be patient about things in my life that I felt maybe the Lord was leading me to write about it this month.  Our family just returned from a well-needed vacation at Lake Cumberland in Kentucky…so beautiful!!!  And while I was there I had a little time to think about this patience thing that keeps popping up in my daily life.

We live in such an instant society that no matter what it is…we want it now.  We can get just about anything within 24 hours from anywhere!  Is that crazy or what?  And I have found myself ready to order something online and if I can’t get it yesterday, I decide I don’t even want it.  Is that the attitude I pray with???  Expecting instant results handed to you from a drive thru window…right now!!  Well, I am human and I know I do it sometimes….do you?  But God doesn’t work in my time or your time…He works in His time…which is perfect…. because He is God!!

So often we limit our blessings and we limit God by expecting things to happen in a particular way, or by a particular series of events!!  God knows what the future holds and maybe what we think we need right now will end up biting us in the butt next year….

For instance:  I heard a pastor telling a story about a good friend of his who requested prayer for him to receive a promotion he was being considered for at his company.  The pastor agreed to pray and asked God for favor for his friend and that God would put the right people in place in order for him to get his promotion.  A few weeks later the friend went to the pastor devastated…he didn’t get the promotion.  However; the pastor reminded him that God is in control and He knows what is best.  The friend went away with a better attitude and a few months later the company was forced to downsize which eliminated the position he was wanting so badly.  Had he been promoted, he would’ve then been unemployed!  God knew but the friend didn’t.  Had his prayers been answered inside the box…he would’ve limited God and harmed himself in doing so.

We need to realize that God’s resources are unlimited and his word will not return void.  If we do what we are supposed to do and leave the rest up to God…”everything will work out!”  (For those of you at cowboy church at Portland…you’ll remember that is Vic’s favorite thing to tell me!)  God is in control and if we allow him to put him to do it his way instead of demanding it now and just the way we think it should be, we’ll be so surprised at how much better the end result will turn out.  But the only way we will realize it is by looking back afterwards.  I guess that’s why we use the phrase “Hindsight is 20/20.”

Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming.  See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains.  You too be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.  James 5:7,8

However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.”  1 Corinthians 2:9

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  James 1:2-4

News From Friends

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!
 
God’s Horses Bible Study & Riding Lesson Dates Have Been Scheduled!!
 
The God’s Horses Ministry Team has been praying and working hard to plan this very special ministry.  The mission of this ministry is:
 
To allow the opportunity for youth to experience God’s gift of horses, and through this experience come to know and grow closer to His greatest gift Christ Jesus.
 
 The team is very proud to announce the schedule and lesson plans for each day:
 
June 30th – Horse Safety with a devotional focus on Overcoming Fear 
 
July 14th – Horse Care with a devotional focus on Working To Keep Your Faith & Relationship with Christ Jesus Strong
 
August 25th – Becoming One With Your Horse with a devotional focus on Surrendering Your Will
 
September 15th – Dealing with and understand an Ugly or Mean Horse with a devotional focus on seeing the good in and dealing with People you may think are Mean or Ugly
 
October 13th – Gaining a Horses Trust with a devotional focus on Trusting in Christ Jesus
 
November 3rd – Demonstrations, Contesting, Awards Ceremony, Day of Celebration with campfire and all!!
 
These Bible Studies and Riding Lessons will be held at the Buckin’ B (Bowman’s) Arena in Elizabeth, Indiana.  There is both an indoor and an outdoor arena, so these dates will not be cancelled or rescheduled due to weather!!  
 
We will begin each of these scheduled mornings at 9 am, and will end by 11 am.  We will begin each day with “Saddle Up” time where all groups come together in prayer, worship and to get general instruction for the day.  Then each group will receive 1 hour of arena time and 30 to 45 minutes hour of classroom/lesson time (this time will include devotional focus and lessons/activities on working with the horses as it relates to the topic of the day).  We will be breaking out into age groups, but all children and youth ages 4 to 18 are welcome.  Parents are welcome to stay throughout this time and/or we will have activities for the parents so you can learn hands on some of what your children are learning also.  Snacks and drink will be provided!
 
In an effort to be sure everybody gets riding and horse time, participating may be limited.  To sign up, and be sure you have a spot, contact Monica Bowman at 969-3005.  
*NOTE*

For our Youth Horse Ministry/Bible Study getting ready to start next weekend, we need cowboy boots of all sizes for boys and girls.  If any of you have any you are willing to donate, please let me know, and I will coordinate how to get them from you.  As our program also reaches out to teenagers and young adults – adult sizes are also needed.

Contact Monica at the # above.

Prayer Requests

This newsletter has become a great way to get the word out to our horse-show family when someone is in need of prayer.  Everyone, just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we have seen miracles happen. 

**UPDATE**So glad to hear a wonderful Praise from the Fairchild family!!!!  (Compliments of Fay-via email)

I JUST WANTED TO SHARE WITH YOU THAT I HAD MY MOTHER BACK TO THE CANCER DOCTOR FINALLY AFTER A LONG WAIT.  SHE WAS TO RETURN IN JANUARY AND THAT WAS WHEN SHE FELL AND BROKE HER HIP SO WE HAD TO WAIT ON ALL OF THAT TO HEAL AND FINALLY 5 MONTHS OF WAITING WE FINALLY GOT TO RETURN FOR HER CANCER CHECK UP THIS WEEK AND THE LORD HAS TRULY BLESSED US WITH GOOD NEWS THAT THEY THINK SHE IS CANCER FREE AND DOESN’T HAVE TO RETURN FOR 6 MONTHS.  WE WERE ALL JUST SO HAPPY AND THANKFUL THAT THE LORD HAS BLESSED OUR FAMILY WITH SOME GOOD NEWS AFTER THE LONG WINTER WITH MY MOM AND CATIE….. THEY ARE BOTH FINALLY ON THE MEND.
LOVE TO ALL…
THE FAIRCHILD’S
JIM, FAY & CATIE
Please continue to keep *Steve Brown* in your prayers as he undergoes chemo and radiation treatments.

Keep *all military and their families* in your prayers.  They make big sacrifices to secure our freedoms.

Our Leaders in political office…  We may or may not agree with their policies…but God tells us to pray for ALL of them.

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  Mark 11:24 

Kicks & Giggles
I couldn’t resist!!!

Little Red Riding Hood is skipping down the road when she sees a big bad wolf crouched down behind a log.


"My, what big eyes you have, Mr. Wolf."

The wolf jumps up and runs away. 

Further down the road Little Red Riding Hood sees the wolf again and this time he is crouched behind a bush.


"My what big ears you have, Mr. Wolf."

Again the wolf jumps up and runs away.

About two miles down the road Little Red Riding Hood sees the wolf again and this time he is crouched down behind a rock. "My what big teeth you have Mr. Wolf." 

With that the wolf jumps up and screams, "Will you knock it off, I'm trying to poop!"


I PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AND TO THE REPUBLIC, FOR WHICH IT STANDS, ONE NATION UNDER GOD, INDIVISIBLE, WITH LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL!
Email/Mailing List
If you want to be added to the mailing list, just send me your address and I’ll be glad to get a newsletter to you.  I send out hundreds via email and still many through regular post.  So, whether you are on the web or not…I can get one to you if you want.  All you have to do is ask.  And remember, they are FREE!

If you have a prayer request, a story to share, something to sell or the one’s I like the most… a praise, I would be glad to include them in next month’s newsletter.  Just send them to me mail or email or call me with your request and I’ll write them up for you.  I can include your name if you like or I can make sure to leave it out if you request.
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Contact Me

(765) 755-3427       (765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
vcgconway@msn.com

*Prayer for Unsaved*
Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. We may feel unsure about approaching them, but we can approach Our Heavenly Father on their behalf.

Here is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them.  Just say the person’s name when you see a blank.

I have not stopped giving thanks for __________, remembering _________ in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give _________ the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that __________ may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of _________’s heart may be enlightened in order that __________ may know the hope to which he has called __________, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age 

but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 1:16-23

Last & most important thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our personal savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven…  But…  Salvation is a GIFT from God and you don’t earn a gift.  Gifts are something someone gives to you and for the gift to be yours, you have to accept it.  All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you?  

But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many.        Romans 5:15

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.                               John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Romans 10: 9-10
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