[image: image3.wmf]Tithing Time

By:  Christa Conway

I have been thinking about this idea for a while now.  The idea of tithing sometimes turns people off immediately…first of all let me clarify on my personal belief…I DO believe in the principles of tithing and I believe what the bible says about being a cheerful giver and receiving ….I also am very far from perfect and will just say that I could very easily improve my own tithing practices.  Of course when we hear the term tithing, we all automatically think of money and 10% of your first fruits going as your tithe.  I want to make you all think just a little about the concept of tithing when “time” is what you are giving.

How many times have you heard or used the phrase “There’s just not enough time to get everything done!”?  I have been using that a lot lately…with working full-time again and being on an odd split-shift it makes it hard to find time to get all the horses worked like they should be, and quality family time is fleeting.  Not to mention the household responsibilities….I am sure you can all relate and have wondered where all the time goes too.

I got to thinking about that and began to wonder if those same tithing principles apply to time.  Read the following passage from 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 and see how you feel about what Paul is saying here…

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  As it is written:

“He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.”

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God……

I like the part where it says, “so that in all things at all times, having all that you need….”  

Now I am not saying that God will make the day 25 hours long, or make your boss shorten your workday to 6 hrs instead of 8…(although He could do both!)  It seems to me that if God can meet ALL our needs according to his riches and glory, that he can help us to manage our time better, he can make the day drag by to us…or fly by so fast we wonder where all the time went.

“You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God….”

Rich in EVERY way…I’m not thinking about money here…..I like the thought of being rich in family, rich in friends, rich in good health, rich in TIME!!!

You may be saying….”How do I tithe time???? You will abound  (Abound means: To be, or have, in great plenty) in every good work…”  Anything you spend your time doing that glorifies God may be tithing time…..Paul is saying…you will have plenty in every good thing you do….Is he talking about time????  I am no bible scholar…..so please don’t think that I am reading more into this scripture than what it says….But it is an interesting thing to think about.

It’s nice to think that when we spend time praying for others, helping someone in need, reading our bibles, devoting a time of day to scripture, helping at church, being at church or bible study, etc, etc, etc…….whatever it may be, if it glorifies God or is a good work…that maybe we will reap some “time” as our harvest.

I hope this has given everyone something to think about….I would love your thoughts on this….like I said, I am NO theologian, but I had this on my mind and thought I’d share it with you all and see what you thought about tithing time.

All in all the important thing to remember is when we do get that extra hour to spend with the family after a busy day…we should treasure it and give thanks to God for allowing us to be with our family and friends when time goes by so fast!

“Thank you, Father God, for the time I have with my family and friends!”


Patience is Trusting in God’s Timing….

News From Friends

Hi Christa!
I just wanted to send you a short note to tell you how wonderful your Newsletter
is!  God is surely looking down on you with Adoration in His eyes and heart. 
What a wonderful Blessing you are being.
May God Bless you!
Kelly Clark  :)

Christa, 

GREAT NEWSLETTER!   

Patty 
AS ALWAYS....another great job Christa!

Hi Christa -- I recently heard about a memorial barrel race that will be on September 1, 2007 down here in McGregor, Texas (20 min. south of Waco, TX). It is for the Tawny Martin Memorial Foundation a 501C3 organization founded after Tawny was killed by an under-age drunk driver on January 29, 2006. Their foundation mission is "Sponsoring projects in support of the physical, emotional and spiritual well-being of today's youth." She was a barrel racer. They will also have a stick horse race for younger kids, barrel race for older ones and silent/live auction for the rest (I know they are looking for items to be donated, APHA/Paint Racing News magazine is sending some stuff). I have the flyer with more information that I could fax or mail to you if you like. There will be a Youth 3D for 14 and under ($15) and a Open 5D barrel race ($30) with 1/2 sec. splits with $1,000 added money. Indoor arena, stalls and RV hookups available. For more information contact Margie at (254) 258-4742 or Nina (254) 534-1694. E-mail: BenefitBarrelRace@tawnymartin.org     For online registration: www.ebarrelracing.com (Click "Benefits and fundraisers").  For map and info about arena, www.ctyra.com     
Tawny Martin Memorial Foundation, Inc.

PO Box 82, Moody, TX 76557

www.tawnymartin.org
As we begin the new year, we need to buy additional Bibles (this year we hope to give the Bibles from the Fellowship of Christian Cowboys – The Cowboy Way Bible – they are $3 each and we would like to give one to each member, and give them out at some of our rodeos), t-shirts, and other ministry items for the membership.  If anybody is able or willing to donate, you can make the funds out to the IHSRA and put “ministry” in the notes or put a note in with the check indicating it is to help support the ministry.  Last year, I was able to fund this start up (the donations we get through the year, generally keep us a float through the year in t-shirts, bibles and items, but the start up at the beginning of the year is a bit more).  I normally don’t ask for and don’t like to ask for donations, but this year, my personal funds are a bit tight with my medical bills, so I am needing a little help.  Maybe this will be the only year I will have to ask!!
 
Keeping Christ Under My Hat and In My Heart,
Monica (IHSRA secretary)

Contact Monica @ bowman@epowerc.net
"When Satan is knocking at your door, simply say, "Jesus, could you get that for me?"


Kicks and Giggles

CALL THE POLICE!
HOW TO CALL THE POLICE WHEN YOU'RE OLD AND DON'T MOVE FAST ANYMORE. 

George Phillips of Meridian, Mississippi was going up to bed when his wife told him that he'd left the light on in the garden shed, 
which she could see from the bedroom window. 

George opened the back door to go turn off the light but saw  that there were people in the shed stealing things.

He phoned the police, who asked "Is someone in your house?" and 
he said "no". Then they said that all patrols were busy, and that he 
should simply lock his door and an officer would be along when available. George said, "Okay," hung up, counted to 30, and phoned the police again. 

"Hello, I just called you a few seconds ago because there were people stealing things from my shed Well, you don't have to worry about them now because I've just shot them." Then he hung up. 

Within five minutes three police cars, an Armed Response Unit, and an ambulance showed up at the Phillips' residence and caught the burglars red-handed. 

One of the Policemen said to George: "I thought you said that you'd shot them!" 
George said, "I thought you said there was nobody available!" 
(True Story) I LOVE IT - Don't mess with old people!!

 
Whispers

The man whispered, "God, speak to me," and a meadowlark sang.

But the man did not hear.
So the man yelled, "God, speak to me," and the thunder rolled across the sky.

But the man did not listen.
The man looked around and said, "God, let me see you." And a star shined brightly.

But the man did not see.


And the man shouted, "God, show me a miracle." And a life was born.

But the man did not notice.

So, the man cried out in despair, "Touch me, God, and let me know you are here."
Whereupon, God reached down and touched the man.  But the man brushed the butterfly away[image: image1.png]


 and walked on.

 
Don't miss out on a blessing, because it isn't packaged the way that you expect.

Updates/Praises

PRAISE**** Those of you keeping up with the injured list( remember Garrett broke his collar bone at the beginning of June.  He was released with full recovery 2 weeks before our State show (Praise God!) and he got to ride at his first state show!  It was a great weekend with my little ones.  We entered them because they help with the chores and had earned the experience…  The first go Garrett’s horse missed the first barrel and just kind of trot/loped around the pen.  Garrett came out and said, “Well, I got my victory lap out of the way!”  And then it was too cute after his second go he had ran like a 38 second run…He said, “Mom, do you think that will get me back?” (to the finals)  I hated to break the news to him…

Of course Gracie had her moment too…Before the youth ran Vic’s one horse had acted like he was colicing and we were keeping a close eye on him…Gracie was getting ready to go in for her drag and Vic said, “Now, Gracie, just trot…just trot.”  She replied, “Dad, don’t you need to go check on Phil?” (his horse)  We almost fell over…she was trying to get rid of Dad so she could canter!!!!  (Those of you who know Gracie will not be surprised!!!)

Great memories!!!!  Praise God for them…..

Prayer Requests

This newsletter has become a great way to get the word out to our horse-show family when someone is in need of prayer.  Everyone, just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we have seen miracles…

**Tina Duke**, Chris Duke’s wife, was injured at a barrel race at the end of July.  I have only heard bits and pieces, I know she was life lined to the hospital from the show and had some head trauma.  The last I heard was she was in a rehab center…this is all from different sources, so if anyone has any updates, please let me know and I will forward them.  Please keep Tina and the entire Duke family in your prayers.

*****I know someone else was injured during the accident with Tina Duke, but I haven’t been able to get a name……I only heard a broken nose and fractured eye socket…any more info???  Prayers for all involved……

****Brad Shirey*** (I heard this too, so clarification may be necessary)…was injured when his horse fell…does anyone have specifics??  I don’t want to get it wrong…Keep Brad in your prayers.

***Steve Brown*** (Debby Brown’s husband) is still undergoing chemotherapy…he is handling it well and will be finished in about 6 weeks.  Please keep him and my mom (Debby) in your prayers.

Keep *all military and their families* in your prayers.  They make big sacrifices to secure our freedoms.

Our Leaders in political office…  We may or may not agree with their policies…but God tells us to pray for ALL of them.

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  Mark 11:24 

April Fool’s Day
In Florida recently, an atheist became incensed over the general preparation of Easter and Passover holidays throughout the community. He decided to contact his lawyer about the discrimination inflicted on atheists by the constant celebrations afforded to Christians and Jews with all their holidays, while atheists had no holiday to celebrate.

 
The case was brought before a wise judge.  After listening to the long passionate presentation by the lawyer, the judge banged his gavel and declared "case dismissed!" 

The lawyer immediately stood and objected to the ruling and asked, "Your Honor, how can you possibly dismiss this case? Christians have Christmas, Easter, and many other observances. Jews have Passover, Yom Kippur and Hanukkah - yet my client and all other atheists have no such holidays."

 
The judge leaned forward in his chair and explained "Obviously your client is too confused to even know about, much less celebrate, his own 'Atheists Holiday!'" 

The lawyer indignantly asked, "Your Honor, we are unaware of any such holiday for atheists.  Just when might that holiday be, your Honor?"


The judge replied, "Well it comes every year on exactly the same date - April 1st!  Since our calendar sets April 1st as April Fools Day, consider that Psalm 14:1, Psalm 53 states, 'The fool says in his heart, there is no God.'  Thus, in my opinion, if your client says 'there is no God,' then by scripture he is a 'fool.'  Thus, April 1st is his holiday!"

DON'T WE ALL

Author Uknown

I was parked in front of the mall wiping off my car. I had just come from the car wash and was waiting for my wife to get out of work.

Coming my way from across the parking lot was what society would consider a bum. From the looks of him, he had no car, no home, no clean clothes, and no money. There are times when you feel generous but there are other times that you just don't want to be bothered. This was one of those "don't want to be bothered times."

"I hope he doesn't ask me for any money," I thought.  He didn't.  He came and sat on the curb in front of the bus stop but he didn't look like he could have enough money to even ride the bus.  After a few minutes he spoke.  "That's a very pretty car," he said.

He was ragged but he had an air of dignity around him.  His scraggly blond beard keep more than his face warm.

I said, "thanks," and continued wiping off my car.

He sat there quietly as I worked.  The expected plea for money never came. As the silence between us widened something inside said, "ask him if he needs any help." I was sure that he would say "yes" but I held true to the inner voice.

"Do you need any help?"  I asked.

He answered in three simple but profound words that I shall never forget. We often look for wisdom in great men and women.  We expect it from those of higher learning and accomplishments.  I expected nothing but an outstretched grimy hand. He spoke the three words that shook me.

"Don't we all?" he said.

I was feeling high and mighty, successful and important, above a bum in the street, until those three words hit me like a twelve gauge shotgun.

Don't we all?

I needed help.  Maybe not for bus fare or a place to sleep, but I needed help. I reached in my wallet and gave him not only enough for bus fare, but enough to get a warm meal and shelter for the day. Those three little words still ring true. No matter how much you have, no matter how much you have accomplished, you need help too. No matter how little you have, no matter how loaded you are with problems, even without money or a place to sleep, you can give help. Even if it's just a compliment, you can give that.

 You never know when you may see someone that appears to have it all.  They are waiting on you to give them what they don't have. A
different perspective on life, a glimpse at something beautiful, a respite from daily chaos, that only you through a torn world can see.

Maybe the man was just a homeless stranger wandering the streets.  Maybe he was more than that. Maybe he was sent by a power that is great and wise, to minister to a soul too comfortable in themselves.

Maybe God looked down, called an Angel, dressed him like a bum, then said, "go minister to that man cleaning the car, that man needs help.

"Don't we all?


God loves you…..
Email/Mailing List
If you want to be added to the mailing list, just send me your address and I’ll be glad to get a newsletter to you.  I send out hundreds via email and still many through regular post.  So, whether you are on the web or not…I can get one to you if you want.  All you have to do is ask.  And remember, they are FREE!

If you have a prayer request, a story to share, something to sell or the one’s I like the most… a praise, I would be glad to include them in next month’s newsletter.  Just send them to me mail or email or call me with your request and I’ll write them up for you.  I can include your name if you like or I can make sure to leave it out if you request.
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Contact Me

(765) 755-3427       (765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
vcgconway@msn.com

*Prayer for Unsaved*
Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. We may feel unsure about approaching them, but we can approach Our Heavenly Father on their behalf.

Here is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them.  Just say the person’s name when you see a blank.

I have not stopped giving thanks for __________, remembering _________ in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give _________ the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that __________ may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of _________’s heart may be enlightened in order that __________ may know the hope to which he has called __________, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age 

but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 1:16-23

Last & most important thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our personal savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven…  But…  Salvation is a GIFT from God and you don’t earn a gift.  Gifts are something someone gives to you and for the gift to be yours, you have to accept it.  All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you?  

But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many.        Romans 5:15

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.                               John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Romans 10: 9-10
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