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By Lauren Davis Baker

God gives us horses and compels some of us to love them. Yet why does the horse, an animal with such a big heart, live such a short life? Perhaps it's because if our horses lived any longer, we wouldn't be able to bear losing them. Or, perhaps it's because God wants to jump.

Perhaps God looks down on the fine horses we raise and decides when it's His turn to ride. He gives us a few good years to care for and learn from them, but when the time is right; it's up to us to see them off gracefully.

O.K., perhaps not gracefully. Blowing into a Kleenex is rarely graceful. But we can be grateful.

To have a horse in your life is a gift. In the matter of a few short years, a horse can teach a girl courage, if she chooses to grab mane and hang on for dear life. Even the smallest of ponies is mightier than the tallest of girls. To conquer the fear of falling off, having one's toes crushed, or being publicly humiliated at a horse show is an admirable feat for any child. For that, we can be grateful.

Horses teach us responsibility. Unlike a bicycle-or a computer-, a horse needs regular care and most of it requires that you get dirty and smelly and up off the couch. Choosing to leave your cozy kitchen to break the crust of ice off the water buckets is to choose responsibility. When our horses dip their noses and drink heartily, we know we've made the right choice.

Learning to care for a horse is both an art and a science. Some are easy keepers, requiring little more than regular turnout, a flake of hay, and a trough of clean water. Others will test you - you'll struggle to keep them from being too fat or too thin. You'll have their feet shod regularly only to find shoes gone missing. Some are so accident-prone you'll swear they're intentionally finding new ways to injure themselves.

If you weren't raised with horses, you can't know that they have unique personalities. You'd expect this from dogs, but horses? Indeed, there are clever horses, grumpy horses, and even horses with a sense of humor. Those prone to humor will test you by finding new ways to escape from the barn when you least expect it. I found one of ours on the front porch one morning, eating the cornstalks I'd carefully arranged as Halloween decorations.

Horses can be timid or brave, lazy or athletic, obstinate or willing. You will hit it off with some horses and others will elude you altogether. There are as many "types" of horses as there are people-which makes the whole partnership thing all the more interesting.

If you've never ridden a horse, you probably assume it's a simple thing you can learn in a weekend. You can, in fact, learn the basics on a Sunday-but to truly ride well takes a lifetime. Working with a living being is far more complex than turning a key in the ignition and putting the car in "drive."

In addition to listening to your instructor, your horse will have a few things to say to you as well. On a good day, he'll be happy to go along with the program and tolerate your mistakes; on a bad day, you'll swear he's trying to kill you. Perhaps he's naughty or perhaps he's fed up with how slowly you're learning his language. Regardless, the horse will have an opinion. He may choose to challenge you (which can ultimately make you a better rider) or he may carefully carry you over fences...if it suits him. It all depends on the partnership - and partnership is what it's all about.

If you face your fears, swallow your pride, and are willing to work at it, you'll learn lessons in courage, commitment, and compassion in addition to basic survival skills. You'll discover just how hard you're willing to work toward a goal, how little you know, and how much you have to learn. And, while some people think the horse "does all the work"; you'll be challenged physically as well as mentally. Your horse may humble you completely. Or, you may find that sitting on his back is the closest you'll get to heaven.

You can choose to intimidate your horse, but do you really want to? The results may come more quickly but will your work ever be as graceful as that gained through trust? The best partners choose to listen, as well as to tell. When it works, we experience a sweet sense of accomplishment brought about by smarts, hard work, and mutual understanding between horse and rider. These are the days when you know with absolute certainty that your horse is enjoying his work.

If we make it to adulthood with horses still in our lives, most of us have to squeeze riding into our oversaturated schedules; balancing our need for things equine with those of our households and employers. There is never enough time to ride, or to ride as well as we'd like. Hours in the barn are stolen
pleasures.

If it is in your blood to love horses, you share your life with them. Our horses know our secrets; we braid our tears into their manes and whisper our hopes into their ears. A barn is a sanctuary in an unsettled world, a sheltered place where life's true priorities are clear: a warm place to sleep, someone who loves us, and the luxury of regular meals. Some of us need these reminders.

When you step back, it's not just about horses-it's about love, life, and learning. On any given day, a friend is celebrating the birth of a foal, a blue ribbon, or recovery from an illness. That same day, there is also loss: a broken limb, a case of colic, a decision to sustain a life or end it gently. As horse people, we share the accelerated life cycle of horses: the hurried rush of life, love, loss, and death that caring for these animals brings us. When our partners pass, it is more than a moment of sorrow.

We mark our loss with words of gratitude for the ways our lives have been blessed. Our memories are of joy, awe, and wonder. Absolute union. We honor our horses for their brave hearts, courage, and willingness to give. To those outside our circle, it must seem strange. To see us in our muddy boots, who would guess such poetry lives in our hearts?

We celebrate our companions with praise worthy of heroes. Indeed, horses have the hearts of warriors and often carry us into and out of fields of battle.

Listen to stories of that once-in-a-lifetime horse; of journeys made and challenges met. The best of horses rise to the challenges we set before them, asking little in return.

Those who know them understand how fully a horse can hold a human heart. Together, we share the pain of sudden loss and the lingering taste of long-term illness. We shoulder the burden of deciding when or whether to end the life of a true companion.

In the end, we're not certain if God entrusts us to our horses or our horses to us. Does it matter? We're grateful God loaned us the horse in the first place. And so we pray: '' Dear God, after you've enjoyed a bit of jumping, please give our fine horses the best of care. And, if it's not too much, might we have at least one more good gallop when we meet again?      Amen''


God’s Answers

Submitted by email (Author Unknown)

You say:  “It’s impossible.”

God says:  All things are possible.

Luke 18:27… Jesus replied, “What is impossible with men is possible with God.”
You say:  I’m too tired.”

God says: I will give you rest.

Matthew 11:28-30 … “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

You say:  “Nobody really loves me.”

God says:  I love you

John 3:16 … “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”

You say:  “I can’t go on.”

God says:  My grace is sufficient.

2 Corinthians 12:9 … But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power will rest on me.

You say: “I can’t figure things out.”

God says:  I will direct your steps.

Proverbs 3:5-6 … Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.
You say:  “I can’t do it.”

God says:  You can do all things.

Philippians 4:13 … I can do everything through him who gives me strength.
You say:  “I’m not able.”

God says:  I am able.

2 Corinthians 9:8 … And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.

You say:  “It’s not worth it.”

God says:  It will be worth it.

Romans 8:28 … And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

You say:  “I can’t forgive myself.”

God says:  I forgive you.

1 John 1:9 … If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

You say:  “I can’t manage.”

God says:  I will supply all your needs.

Philippians 4:19 … And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.

You say:  “I’m afraid.”

God says:  I did not give you a spirit of fear.

2 Timothy 1:7 … For God did not give us a spirit of timidity (fear), but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.

You say:  “I’m always worried and frustrated.”

God says:  Cast all your cares on ME.

1 Peter 5:7 … Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.
You say:  “I’m not smart enough.”

God says:  I give you wisdom.

1 Corinthians 1:30 … It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God- that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.

 You say:  “I feel all alone.”

God says:  I will never leave you or forsake you.

Hebrews 13:5 … Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”

 
Will there be horses in heaven?
This is a question I am asked quite often.  I figured I would ask all of you people who read this newsletter your opinions on this subject and why you feel the way you do.

If you would send me your thoughts and if you have scripture to “back it up.”  I will try to compile enough to write about this subject in an upcoming newsletter.  I am going to need your help on this one.  Tell me what you think!

Keep’em coming!  I have got a few responses to this question, but I’d like to hear more from you guys! 
Attitude->Altitude

Anonymous Quote

“The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life.  Attitude is more important than facts.  It is more important than the past, than education, than money, than circumstance, than failures, than successes, than what other people think or say or do.  It is more important than appearance, giftedness, or skill.  It will make or break a company, a church, or a home.  The remarkable thing is we have a choice every day regarding the attitude we will embrace for that day.  We cannot change our past.  We cannot change the inevitable.  The only thing we can do is play on the string we have, and that is our attitude.  I am convinced that life is 10% of what happens to me, and 90 percent of how I react to it.  And so it is with you, we are in charge of our own attitudes.”

Three Turns & Home

By: Christa Conway

“Three fast turns and home,”

I whisper in his ear.

“Lord, keep us safe and sound, 

I hope this is what we hear…”

“That’s your new leader, 

They’ve moved into first place.”

Then we charge up that alleyway 

To run our barrel race.

First barrel seems we’re only there 

A split second and we’re gone.

On our way now to the second, 

I can hear the crowd yell, “Go on!”

Second barrel nice and tight, 

We even rock it coming past. 

I send him hard into the third. 

We’re in and out extremely fast.

Now it’s a straight shot 

Out that long alleyway.

While we wait, both breathing hard, 

On what the announcer has to say.

“Three fast turns and home!”  

I tell him as I pat him on the neck.  

“The Lord kept us safe and sound, 

And we were fast as heck!”

Then we hear the roar of the crowd 

And a smile comes across my face…  

As the announcer says 

“That’s your new leader! 

They’ve moved into first place!”

Kicks & Giggles

Inner Strength

~Author Unknown~


If you can start the day without caffeine,

If you can get going without pep pills,

If you can always be cheerful, ignoring aches and pains,

If you can resist complaining and boring people with your troubles,

If you can eat the same food every day and be grateful for it,

If you can understand when your loved ones are too busy to give you any time,

If you can overlook it when those you love take it out on you when, through no fault of yours, something goes wrong.

If you can take criticism and blame without resentment,

If you can ignore a friend's limited education and never correct him,

If you can resist treating a rich friend better than a poor friend,

If you can face the world without lies and deceit,

If you can conquer tension without medical help,

If you can relax without liquor,

If you can sleep without the aid of drugs,

Then you are probably The Family Dog!


Prayer Requests

This newsletter is becoming a great way to get the word out to our horse-show family when someone is in need of prayer.  If everyone would just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we may see miracles happen. 


Keep *all military and their families* in your prayers.  They make big sacrifices to secure our freedoms.

NOTE:  This was in an email I received…I thought it was a great idea and wanted to pass it along…So I’m leaving it in here for a few months…

Someone has said that, if Christians really understood the full extent of the power we have available through prayer, we might be speechless.
In W.W.II there was an advisor to Churchill who organized a group of people who dropped what they were doing every day at a prescribed hour for one minute to collectively pray for the safety of England, its people and peace.
There is now a group of people organizing the same thing here in America.

If you would like to participate: Every evening at 9:00 pm Eastern Time (8:00 pm Central) (6:00 pm Pacific), stop whatever you are doing and spend one minute praying for the safety of the United States, our leaders, our troops, our citizens, and for peace in the world.

If you know anyone else who would like to participate, please pass this along.

Our prayers are the most powerful assets we have.  Together, we "CAN" make a difference! Thank You, and God Bless America & ALL who are seeking world peace!
Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  Mark 11:24 


Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.

Proverbs 16:3

Remember When?
Finally, someone who remembers a little about barrel racing in the past….Thanks, Julie!

Now how about some of you others???? I’m still waiting on some more blasts from the past.  Until then, here are a few more.

Christa, remember when you could get lacers in about every color? My Dad used 
to make reins or just fix everything with twine from hay bales.    Julie Boice

Have you ever ran in an arena where they strung light bulbs across the arena for lights?

Or remember the “Urban Cowboy” cowboy hats with the big feather hatbands?

Anyone else have any MEMORIES they’d like to share???

Send them to me!!!!


News From/About Friends

My husband, Matt, the kids I work with at Central Catholic, and I enjoy your 
newsletter very much!     Julie Boice

I love your newsletter!! It is awesome...  

Myle Ratchford

Hi Christa!!
I loved the newsletter this month!  I'll have to look up some more scriptures about horses in heaven!…..Laura Lee Thomas
Too Cute to Leave Out

For anyone with little boys in their life, or for anyone who would just like a good laugh...

Two young boys walked into a pharmacy one day, picked out a box of Tampax and proceeded to the checkout counter.
The man at the counter asked the older boy, "Son, how old are you?"

"Eight," the boy replied.

The man continued, "Do you know what these are used for?"

The boy replied, "Not exactly, but they aren't for me.  They're for him.  He's my brother. He's four. We saw on TV that if you use these you would be able to swim and ride a bike. He can't do either one."
*Prayer for Unsaved*
Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. We may feel unsure about approaching them, but we can approach Our Heavenly Father on their behalf.

Here is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them.  Just say the person’s name when you see a blank.

I have not stopped giving thanks for __________, remembering _________ in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give _________ the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that __________ may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of _________’s heart may be enlightened in order that __________ may know the hope to which he has called __________, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 1:16-23


Last & most important thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our personal savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  

You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven…  But…  Salvation is a GIFT from God and you don’t earn a gift.  Gifts are something someone gives to you and for the gift to be yours, you have to accept it.

All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you?  

But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many.        Romans 5:15

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.                               John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Romans 10: 9-10
Email/Mailing List
If you want to be added to the mailing list, just send me your address and I’ll be glad to get a newsletter to you.  I send out hundreds via email and still many through regular post.  So, whether you are on the web or not…I can get one to you if you want.  All you have to do is ask.  And remember, they are FREE!

If you have a prayer request, a story to share, something to sell or the one’s I like the most… a praise, I would be glad to include them in next month’s newsletter.  Just send them to me mail or email or call me with your request and I’ll write them up for you.  I can include your name if you like or I can make sure to leave it out if you request.
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Contact Me

Christa Conway     12601 S. 200 W. Muncie, IN  47302

vcgconway@msn.com
(765) 755-3427

(765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
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