[image: image1.wmf]Advancement
By Christa Conway


Since Christmas, I will have to admit that I have been spending some of my time enjoying the latest addition to the Conway Family entertainment corner.  The Wii Fit Plus.  I am becoming quite the skateboarder!  It would probably cause me bodily harm if I tried it in real life, but the Wii is safe and fun.  I am burning some calories too!
I have never been one to play "video" games, therefore, the Wii is really my first encounter in the progression and levels of advancement as you better your skill when playing this or most any video game.

The only thing I could compare it to, as far as barrel racing goes, is maybe the progression that children or beginner barrel racers make as the improve their riding skills.  They most likely start out riding a beginner horse or pony that will walk, trot and then canter as the child learns to guide and urge their mount into faster gears.  As parent's, we have been blessed to have been able to mount our kids (for the most part) on horses that made them work a little, but also helped a lot.

The next step for barrel racer's is adding speed and being able to maintain control of both one's horse and one's seat.  It is a progression.  As you improve your skill, your times will begin to reflect your level of advancement.

For those beginning this sport as adults, a level of progression or advancement could be measured by running 4D times to advancing into the 3D, then the 2D and finally the ultimate goal of running in the 1D.
Progression.....Advancement.  Each take time and each take a new level of skill that only comes from experience, time in the saddle and the dedication to realize what needs worked on and working on it.
As Christians, I believe we all are on different "levels" of learning in our walk with Jesus.  Now, I don't mean that any one of us is a better Christian than anyone else.  I just think that we are all at different places in our walk.  I believe that as we grow, the level of difficulty in the challenges set before us increases.  Hence the saying "The will of God will not take you where the grace of God will not protect you."

There are things that I have dealt with personally in the last year or two that would have crushed me if I had had to deal with them in an earlier time of my life and an earlier time of my walk with Jesus.  It would be like putting a 4 yr old kid on a 1D screamin' machine of a barrel horse.  Bad outcome.  Thank God he knows what I can handle.

It takes time, experience, etc to begin to learn how to handle situations as Christians.  That does not mean that we will handle them perfectly.  And most likely we will get another chance at some point in our life to try again, until we get it mostly right in God's eyes.
I think the most interesting connection I made between the video game advancement, the barrel racing advancement and the advancement we can make as Christians is this:

We are eager to meet the challenges set before us "head on" when it comes to the video game and the barrel racing.  Whatever it takes to get better.  "More practice, let me try again!"  Are we as "gung-ho" to tread new waters as Christians?  Are we ready to advance in our walk?  Do we look at each day as a chance to improve our "Christian" skill as much as we look forward to putting more time in the saddle on our barrel horse to improve our barrel racing times?
I know I could spend more time trying to advance in my Christian walk.  I could spend more time preparing myself for the challenges that are going to come my way as I go through life.  I could spend more time growing closer to God.

1 Corinthians 9: 24-27
24 Don’t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one person gets the prize? So run to win! 25 All athletes are disciplined in their training. They do it to win a prize that will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize. 26 So I run with purpose in every step. I am not just shadowboxing. 27 I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it should. Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to others I myself might be disqualified.
So, for now, I think I will still skateboard on the Wii, I will still work on my barrel racing skills.....but I will most definitely dedicate time to working on my "Christian walk."

Until next month....
"Advance!"

Happy Trails & God Bless!



Christa
The Cracked Pot

via email

An  elderly Chinese woman had two large pots, each hung on the ends of a  pole which she carried across her neck.


One  of the pots had a crack in it while the other pot was perfect and  always delivered a full portion of water.


At  the end of the long walks from the stream to the house, the cracked  pot arrived only half full.


For  a full two years this went on daily, with the woman bringing home  only one and a half pots of water.


Of  course, the perfect pot was proud of it's accomplishments.


But  the poor cracked pot was ashamed of its own imperfection, and  miserable that it could only do ha lf of what it had been made to  do.


After  two years of what it perceived to be bitter failure, it spoke to the  woman one day by the stream.


'I  am ashamed of myself, because this crack in my side causes water to  leak out all the way back to your house.'


The  old woman smiled, 'Did you notice that there are flowers on your  side of the path, but not on the other pot's  side?'


'That's  because I have always known about your flaw, so I planted flower  seeds on your side of the path, and every day while we walk back,  you water them.'



For  two years I have been able to pick these beautiful flowers to  decorate the table.

Without  you being just the way you are, there would not be this beauty to  grace the house.'


Each  of us has our own unique flaw. But it's the cracks and flaws we each  have that make our lives together so very interesting and  rewarding.


You've  just got to take each person for what they are and look for the good  in them.


SO,  to all of my cracked pot friends, have a great day and remember to  smell the flowers on your side of the path!
Kicks & Giggles
RIVER  WALK
This is my favorite joke!  (Sorry to my blonde friends, it is just too cute!)

There's this blonde out for a walk. She comes to a river and sees another blonde on the opposite bank 'Yoo-hoo!' she shouts, 'How can I get to the other side?' 

The second blonde looks up the river then down the river and shouts back, 'You ARE on the other side.'

The happiest people don't necessarily have the best of everything;

They just make the best of everything they have.

Prayer Requests
Everyone, please, just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we have seen miracles happen.   If you have a prayer request, please let me know and I will be sure to include it in a future issue of the Christian Barrel Racer’s Newsletter.  Pray for:
Those who do not know Jesus- there are so many people who do not know how much Jesus loves them.  There are people who do not know the feeling of being forgiven and of belonging to a family.  Pray for those who do not know Jesus...pray for someone to cross their path who can introduce them to Him.
Children- Your own, your friends, all children...children with parents, without parents....that they would know that their Heavenly Father loves them.
Safety at the horse shows for all who attend….those on the road while travelling to and from….the horses and rider’s health and safety as well.
Keep *all military and their families* in your prayers.  They make big sacrifices to secure our freedoms………
Our Leaders in political office…  We may or may not agree with their policies…but God tells us to pray for ALL of them.
Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  Mark 11:24 

Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy Name.

Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil.

[For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever.]

Amen.
As Good As My Horse

Author Unknown
If you can start the day without caffeine,
If you can get going without pep pills,

If you can always be cheerful, 
ignoring aches and pains, 
If you can resist complaining 
and boring people with your troubles, 
If you can eat the same food everyday and be grateful for it,

If you can understand when your loved ones are too busy to give you any time,
If you can overlook it when those you love take it out on you when, through no fault of yours, something goes wrong, 
If you can take criticism and blame without resentment, 
If you can ignore a friend's limited education and never correct him, 
If you can resist treating a rich friend better than a poor friend, 
If you can face the world 
without lies and deceit, 
If you can conquer tension without medical help, 
If you can relax without liquor, 
If you can sleep without the aid of drugs,
If you can say honestly that deep in your heart you have no prejudice against breed, color, religion or politics,
Then, my friend, you are "almost" as good as my horse!
*Prayer for Unsaved*

Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. We may feel unsure about approaching them, but we can approach Our Heavenly Father on their behalf.

Here is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them.  Just say the person’s name when you see a blank.

I have not stopped giving thanks for __________, remembering _________ in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give _________ the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that __________ may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of _________’s heart may be enlightened in order that __________ may know the hope to which he has called __________, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 1:16-23
Last & Most Important Thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our personal savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven…  But…  Salvation is a GIFT from God and you don’t earn a gift.  Gifts are something someone gives to you and for the gift to be yours, you have to accept it.  All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you? 

But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many.        Romans 5:15

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.                               John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Romans 10: 9-10

Email/Mailing List

If you want to be added to the emailing list, just send me your email address with a request and I’ll be glad to get a monthly reminder to you.  I send out hundreds via email.

I have stopped the regular mailings via USPS, there were only a handful left without email and my time restraints make it hard to accomplish this task.  So, if you know someone who does not have email and you think they would enjoy reading the CBRN….PLEASE feel free to print and SHARE!!  Hopefully, whether you are on the web or not…you can still enjoy the CBRN.  If you know someone who has internet, have them print it for you each month.  All you have to do is ask.  And remember, they are always FREE!

If you have a prayer request, a story to share, something to sell or the one’s I like the most… a praise, I would be glad to include them in next month’s newsletter.  Just send them to me mail or email or call me with your request and I’ll write them up for you.  I can include your name if you like or I can make sure to leave it out if you request.

Contact Me

(765) 755-3427       (765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
vcgconway@msn.com
"Life is not the way it's supposed to be.
It's the way it is.

The way you cope with it is what makes the difference."
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