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By Christa Conway

I was talking with my mom the other day about how I became so much more aware of how important a good foundation is for our children.  She pointed out how much emphasis we put on a good foundation when training horses....
Of course, the young horses I am riding receive their foundation before they are "put to the test."  They all have been taught the basic fundamentals that may be needed to correct a problem in the future.

They all know the basic cues and if needed mid-pattern, I can call upon the foundation that was put in place to prevent or to correct a problem.

Without that foundation, many horses can be "ruined" when a problem occurs and there are no basics to return to call upon for a solution....No foundation upon which to stand.
During the conversation with mom, I was sharing with her something that I heard on the radio.  (I searched on-line to try to find the exact number, but to no avail...so I will just write this from memory and I will not include numbers, as they may not be exact.)
The radio program relayed how they had quizzed students who were choosing to attend a Bible College for their education.  They quizzed them on basic bible stories, time-lines, etc., questions that should be easily answered by a student who was choosing to attend a bible college.  Some of the example questions I knew the answers to, and honestly, some I didn't (but felt as though I should have.)

The test results were saddening....The average quiz percentage was well below failing....( I can tell you that I was floored when I heard the numbers.)
This made me think of my own children and how much (or how little) they had been exposed to the foundation given to me as a child that I had taken for granted.  
My kids are still young, but have I spent enough time introducing them to the heroes of the Bible?  Do they know about Ruth or Joshua?  Do they even know enough about Moses or David?  Do they know that the bible heroes were people, just like us, that God used to achieve great things?  Can they tell the stories of great things God has done and recorded? ....there are so many times I refer to those people, or that living word to "fix a problem."
I asked myself if I was really providing my kids with the foundation that they may need someday.

That brings me back to a subject I touched on last month ....Prioritizing.

If we put God first in our life, and set that example, then our children will most likely follow suit.  
I realized how important it was for me to set the example of putting God first by making sure that we are in church (whether it is our home church or "Cowboy Church" at a horse-show) or set aside time on Sunday morning to spend time with God.

I realized that if I said "grace" over my food, but only said it "in my head" that it wasn't benefiting my kids....they shouldn't be ashamed to thank God for anything...at home or in public.
I realized that if I could put as much time into providing the horses that I am riding with a strong foundation for what their future holds, than I shouldn't hesitate to do the same for my children.

Matthew 6:33

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 
If you have a message you would like to share with our Christian Barrel Racer's Newsletter or the Christian Cowboy Collection reader’s, email them to me at
thehorseresource@msn.com.
Until next month....


Happy Trails & God Bless!



Christa
The happiest people don't necessarily have the best of everything;

They just make the best of everything they have.

Kicks & Giggles

My Parents Drugged Me. 

Some of you folks with a little age on you will appreciate this. The author is unknown:

GOD BLESS THE PARENTS WHO DRUGGED US...
The other day, someone at a store in our town read that a Methamphetamine lab had been found in an old farmhouse in the adjoining county and he asked me a rhetorical question.
"Why didn't we have a drug problem when you and I were growing up?"
I replied I had a drug problem when I was young: I was drug to church on Sunday morning. I was drug to church for weddings and funerals. I was drug to family reunions and community socials no matter the weather.

I was drug by my ears when I was disrespectful to adults. I was also drug to the woodshed when I disobeyed my parents, told a lie, brought home a bad report card, did not speak with respect, spoke ill of the teacher or the preacher, or if I didn't put forth my best effort in everything that was asked of me.
I was drug to the kitchen sink to have my mouth washed out with soap if I uttered a profanity. 
I was drug out to pull weeds in mom's garden and flower beds and cocklebur's out of dad's fields. 
I was drug to the homes of family, friends and neighbors to help out some poor soul who had no one to mow the yard, repair the clothesline, or chop some firewood; and, if my mother had ever known that I took a single dime as a tip for this kindness, she would have drug me back to the woodshed.


Those drugs are still in my veins and they affect my behavior in everything I do, say, or think. They are stronger than cocaine, crack, or heroin; and, if today's children had this kind of drug problem, America would be a better place.
God bless the parents who drugged us.
~A concerned citizen

Prayer Requests
Everyone, please, just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list…we have seen miracles happen.   If you have a prayer request, please let me know and I will be sure to include it in a future issue of the Christian Barrel Racer’s Newsletter.  Pray for:
Those who do not know Jesus- there are so many people who do not know how much Jesus loves them.  There are people who do not know the feeling of being forgiven and of belonging to a family.  Pray for those who do not know Jesus...pray for someone to cross their path who can introduce them to Him.

Children- Your own, your friends, all children...children with parents, without parents....that they would know that their Heavenly Father loves them.
Safety at the horse shows for all who attend….those on the road while travelling to and from….the horses and rider’s health and safety as well.
Keep *all military and their families* in your prayers.  They make big sacrifices to secure our freedoms………
Our Leaders in political office…  We may or may not agree with their policies…but God tells us to pray for ALL of them.
Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  Mark 11:24 

AND Please Continue to Remember this family in your prayers!
The following is a portion of an email from Sabrina Frye.....reprinting this month as a reminder:)
Hello! I wanted to ask a huge favor of you and see if there is any way you can make mention of the events happening to benefit the Schwab/Collier family...

I am sure you remember Tena Collier from the rodeoing days. She and her family were involved in a terrible truck and trailer accident on May 22, 2010 on the way to a horse show. Her Mom and younger brother Trey are still hospitalized so a few things have been set up to help raise money for the family to try to help out with the medical and veterinary bills incurred from the crash.

The Ohio Quarter Horse Association has set up an account where donations can be made. Donations can be made at any Park National Bank to the account set up to benefit Paul "Trey" Schwab III.

Some other folks have also set up an online auction to raise money. Bidding will start June 11, 2010 and will last thru midnight, July 31, 2010. They will continue to accept donations for the auction and they will continue to add additional items daily until the end.

There are some great items and services donated. Everything from jewelry, to stud fees, to private lessons with Jackie Dube Jatzlau.

I am hoping it is a real success. If you could make mention of it...it would be very much appreciated.

 

Thank you,

Sabrina Frye

*Prayer for Unsaved*

Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. We may feel unsure about approaching them, but we can approach Our Heavenly Father on their behalf.

Here is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them.  Just say the person’s name when you see a blank.

I have not stopped giving thanks for __________, remembering _________ in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give _________ the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that __________ may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of _________’s heart may be enlightened in order that __________ may know the hope to which he has called __________, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 1:16-23
Last & Most Important Thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our personal savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven…  But…  Salvation is a GIFT from God and you don’t earn a gift.  Gifts are something someone gives to you and for the gift to be yours, you have to accept it.  All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you? 

But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many.        Romans 5:15

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.                               John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Romans 10: 9-10

Email/Mailing List

If you want to be added to the emailing list, just send me your email address with a request and I’ll be glad to get a monthly reminder to you.  I send out hundreds via email.

I have stopped the regular mailings via USPS, there were only a handful left without email and my time restraints make it hard to accomplish this task.  So, if you know someone who does not have email and you think they would enjoy reading the CBRN….PLEASE feel free to print and SHARE!!  Hopefully, whether you are on the web or not…you can still enjoy the CBRN.  If you know someone who has internet, have them print it for you each month.  All you have to do is ask.  And remember, they are always FREE!

If you have a prayer request, a story to share, something to sell or the one’s I like the most… a praise, I would be glad to include them in next month’s newsletter.  Just send them to me mail or email or call me with your request and I’ll write them up for you.  I can include your name if you like or I can make sure to leave it out if you request.

Contact Me

(765) 755-3427       (765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
vcgconway@msn.com
"Life is not the way it's supposed to be.
It's the way it is.

The way you cope with it is what makes the difference."
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