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By Christa Conway

Technology.  You have to love it.  When I was running up and down the road, chasing the rodeos, we didn’t have GPS.  Well, there may have been GPS available, but we didn’t have it.  (And it really hasn’t been THAT long ago.... now I’m telling my age.)

I wondered what cowboys and cowgirls did before cell phones.  Now they wonder what we did before GPS.  (We used an atlas and the first convenience store or gas station that looked safe enough to walk inside and ask someone where we could find the rodeo in their town.)

These days, when you need to get somewhere, you just type it in your GPS and get step by step instructions as you need them on how to arrive at your destination....the estimated time it will take, shortest route....Interstate or the scenic route....all choices you are given.  You can even get directions to the nearest Cracker Barrel or hotel with a pool.

GPS has most likely saved many arguments created by a misread atlas or a navigator who accidentally fell asleep.

The thing that cracks me up about GPS is when a driver makes a wrong turn, GPS doesn’t get upset and question their driving ability (like most people sitting shotgun would)....it simply says “Recalculating.”  And within seconds new directions are given for the “new” best route to the destination.

This, to me is the best part of the GPS.  It reminds me that we can still get where we want to go....we just have to take a little different or maybe a little longer...maybe a little out of the way...route to get there.

Now, if we would turn the GPS off at this point and continue down the unknown road to “Lostville,” then we only have ourselves to blame.  Anyone can take a wrong turn now and then....and as long as you have are willing to listen to the directions that will put you back on track...(most of the time) then “No harm no foul.”

Of course this relates greatly to our Christian walk!  Oh how many times I have thought....”OK, I’ve got it all together and I know where I am going.  My eyes are on God, my attitude is positive, I have no worries.”  And then.....WHOA!!  Missed a turn!  Next thing I know, I am aggravated, unfocused and headed to “Lostville.”

When this happens and I find myself headed the wrong direction in life, God doesn’t tell me how bad of a “driver” I am.....he simply says “Recalculating.”

Now, I could choose to keep ignoring the “new” directions for as long as I want...but God will always have a plan for my next step, should I finally choose to listen.

He has provided us with the best “GPS” ever made to get us back on track.  His GPS “system” is no new technology, has been around for a long, long time and has led millions of people to their final destination.  Best of all, it is FREE!!

There are three different parts that make up this GPS.  They all use the same acronym, but stand for different parts of the system.

#1 - GPS stands for “God’s Perfect Son”  
       JESUS - God’s perfect son who came to earth as a man, was crucified as the final sacrifice, was resurrected and ascended into heaven -beating death and giving those who believe in him the gift of salvation.

#2 - GPS stands for “God’s Precious Spirit”
        HOLY SPIRIT - The “comforter” sent from Jesus after his ascension so that we (as believers) have the Spirit of God residing within us.  That little voice that lets you know “do it” or “don’t do it” is usually the Holy Spirit.....whether we listen or not is up to us. 

#3 - GPS stands for “God’s Personal Scripture”
         THE BIBLE - “The Word of God,”  “The Sword,” “The Living Word” .... God’s instructions to us are sometimes hard to understand, but the more time we will spend reading and praying in His Word, the more we will find that it applies to us personally.

If I take a moment to spend a little time listening to the GPS that God has provided for me, I am quickly back on the right path to my destination.  Lessons learned and memories made become a part of who I am and will help me the next time I “take a wrong turn. “

Until next month....
Take the scenic route....
Just make sure it is the one provided by God’s GPS!
Happy Trails & God Bless!



Christa

Kicks & Giggles

An Honest Mistake 

The light turned yellow, just in front of him.  He did the right thing, stopping at the crosswalk, even though he could have beaten the red light by accelerating through the intersection. 
  
The tailgating woman was furious and honked her horn, screaming in frustration, as she missed her chance to get through the intersection, dropping her cell phone and makeup. 

As she was still in mid-rant, she heard a tap on her window and looked up into the face of a very serious police officer.  The officer ordered her to exit her car with her hands up.  He took her to the police station where she was searched, fingerprinted, photographed, and placed in a holding cell. 
                  
After a couple of hours, a policeman approached the cell and opened the door.  She was escorted back to the booking desk where the arresting officer 
was waiting with her personal effects. 
         
He said,  ''I'm very sorry for this mistake. You see, I pulled up behind your car while you were blowing your horn, flipping off the guy in front of you and cussing a blue streak at him. I noticed the 'What Would Jesus Do'  
bumper sticker, the 'Choose Life' license plate holder, the 'Follow Me to Sunday-School' bumper sticker, and the chrome-plated Christian fish emblem on the 
trunk, so naturally...I  assumed you had stolen the car.''

Prayer Requests
Everyone, please, just take a few minutes when you receive your letter and pray over it and the names on this list….   If you have a prayer request, please let me know and I will be sure to include it in a future issue of the Christian Barrel Racer’s Newsletter.  
Those who do not know Jesus- there are so many people who do not know how much Jesus loves them.  There are people who do not know the feeling of being forgiven and of belonging to a family.  Pray for those who do not know Jesus...pray for someone to cross their path who can introduce them to Him.

Children- Your own, your friends, all children...children with parents, without parents....that they would know that their Heavenly Father loves them.
Safety at the horse shows for all who attend….those on the road while travelling to and from….the horses and rider’s health and safety as well.
All military and their families* in your prayers.  Their sacrifices secure our freedoms………
Our Leaders in political office…  We may or may not agree with their policies…but God tells us to pray for ALL of them.
Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  Mark 11:24 

*Prayer for Unsaved*

Many of us have family members and/or friends that are not sure where they will spend eternity. We may feel unsure about approaching them, but we can approach Our Heavenly Father on their behalf.

Here is a passage from the bible to pray as intercession for them.  Just say the person’s name when you see a blank.

I have not stopped giving thanks for __________, remembering _________ in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give _________ the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that __________ may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of _________’s heart may be enlightened in order that __________ may know the hope to which he has called __________, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 1:16-23
Last & Most Important Thought…
Jesus died on the cross as the final sacrifice.  When He was resurrected on the 3rd day, he defeated Satan for us.  All we have to do is believe that He beat death and acknowledge it with our words.  If we believe that and accept Him as our personal savior…we are promised eternal life with Him in Heaven.  You can’t earn your way into Heaven; you have to believe your way there.  So many people think they “aren’t good enough” to get to Heaven…  But…  Salvation is a GIFT from God and you don’t earn a gift.  Gifts are something someone gives to you and for the gift to be yours, you have to accept it.  All we have to do is accept that wonderful gift.  I know I have…won’t you? 

But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many.        Romans 5:15

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.                               John 3:16 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Romans 10: 9-10

Email/Mailing List

If you want to be added to the emailing list, just send me your email address with a request and I’ll be glad to get a monthly reminder to you.  I send out hundreds via email.

I have stopped the regular mailings via USPS, there were only a handful left without email and my time restraints make it hard to accomplish this task.  So, if you know someone who does not have email and you think they would enjoy reading the CBRN….PLEASE feel free to print and SHARE!!  Hopefully, whether you are on the web or not…you can still enjoy the CBRN.  If you know someone who has internet, have them print it for you each month.  All you have to do is ask.  And remember, they are always FREE!

If you have a prayer request, a story to share, something to sell or the one’s I like the most… a praise, I would be glad to include them in next month’s newsletter.  Just send them to me mail or email or call me with your request and I’ll write them up for you.  I can include your name if you like or I can make sure to leave it out if you request.

Contact Me

(765) 755-3427       (765) 744-7363

www.conwaycustoms.homestead.com
vcgconway@msn.com
"Life is not the way it's supposed to be.
It's the way it is.

The way you cope with it is what makes the difference."
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